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To the Binder and = . of 
rug Eat. * Stock. 


GanTLEMEN, 


1 E A RNESTLY recommend the following 
letters to your candid and diſpatſionate peruſal. 
They are written with no view to party. The 
queſtion ſoon to be determined is, Whether you | 
ſhall tacitly eſtabliſh a precedent . of the moſt 
dangerous tendency, or reſiſt it effectually in the 
firſt inſtance. A right honourable Member of 
the Houſe of Commons, from whom I ſhould 
have expected more attention to the rights of 
Engliſhmen, has told us, that the Court of Pro- 
prietors have nothing to do in the removal of 
Mr. Haſtings. Before we conſider the very ex- 
traordinary merits of our Governor-General, be- 
fore we know any thing of the man intended 
to ſucceed him; let us determine how far a Vote 
of the Houſe of Commons is to bind us Every 
lawyer in the kingdom, every honeft man, will 
tell us, that a Vote of the Houſe of Commons 
zs not binding 158 any chartered Company in 
this 
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k kingdom, or Med upon any individual, 
their own members excepted. If the Legiſlature 
ſhould think proper to deprive us of the ſervices 


but let us not remoye ſuch a man ourſelves 


Without the cleareſt conviction of the wiſdom 
and expediency of the meaſure. — The Swallow | 


es is fortunately arrived: ſhe will bring in 
a complete relation of the affair of Benares : the 


will bring down the tranſaQions | in Bengal to 


"commencement of the preſent year. Let 
K diſpatches be coolly and conſiderately read: 
tk Mr. Haſtings's s merits be impartially conſide- 


red - — let the character of his intended ſucceſſor ; 


be fairly canvaſſed; and then let us come to a 
deter bination upon a point, in which not only 
our future W but our very exiſtence will 
ME 5 
| wy lam. ebf 
GENTLEMEN, 7 


_ Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
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of Mr. Haſtings; \ we muſt of courſe ſubmit ; 
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T, H E preſent Catel and intereſting ſituation of your 


affairs, renders it particularly incumbent on every Propri- 


etor of India-ſtock to attend to the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment on this important occaſion. On the reſolutions they 
are about to take, the proſperity of your affairs abroad, and 


your exiſtence as a Company, materially depend. In your 


capacity of Engliſh ſubjects, you have a right to watch the 


conduct of Parliament, and in that of Proprietors it is your 


| intereſt to be peculiarly attentive to it. Whilſt this right 


is exerciſed, and this intereſt aſſerted with decency and re- ö 
ſpeft, I have not a doubt of your repreſentations being 


liſtened to with attention. The fentiments of ſome of his 
| Majeſty? s preſent miniſters, regarding the Company, have 
been warm in ſupport of their chartered rights, and liberal 


in profeſſing a deſire to free them from the ſhackles of go- 
vernment : with theſe aſſurances, we have every reaſon to 


hope they will not adopt any meaſures that are an inyaſion 
of the rights they profeſs to defend, or an infringement of 


the OY they profeſs to encourage, | 
B From 


„ OLEF BURL 
From the reſolutions which have been propoſed to par- 


lament by the Chairman of the Sele& Committee, and from 


opinions which have been very freely given, it is generally | 
| underſtood that Governor Haſtings and the preſent Supreme 
Council will be removed. This removal may be effected, 
according to the act of 1774, by petition to the King from 


the Court of Directors, or by a new act of Parliament for 


1 dhe reaſons to be aſſigned therein. In either caſe, the peti- 
tion or the a& will go to the eſtabliſhing of ſome delin- 
quency in the parties, or ſome inſufficiency in he appoint- 
ments. The reſolutions of the Secret Committee ſpeak 
plainly in terms of diſapprobation of Mr. Haſtings's politi- 
cal conduẽt; and they revert to matters ſo far back as the 
year 1772, What Mr. Haſtings's conduct hath been, how 
much it was at firſt commended, what attempts were after · 
wards made to remove him, how they failed, and what ho- 
nourable ſupport the Proprietors gave him, it is not my pre- 
ſent intention to enquire, neither ſhall I enter into a diſcuſ- 
fon of his merits, abilities, and experience. - What I mean 
and with is, to draw the attention ofthe Proprietors to a pre- 
ſervation of their own rights. When Parliameat aſſert 
their power of removing the Supreme Council, for reaſons 
which they in their wiſdom. declare to be inſufficient, I 
liſten with profound reſpect, but not with entire conviction; 
and ſince the wiſdom, even of Parliament, is fallible, I 
may be permitted to doubt; but when I am told, they have 
2 right to go a ſtep farther, and appoint what perſons they 
| pleaſe to fill the ſtations of the Supreme Council, 1 hope I 
may be permitted to aſk where is the freedom of the Com- 
pany, where are its chartered rights, and aboye all, where is 
the emancipation from Government: | 
bs © Parliament can remove any ſet of men, and appoint 
any ker, as often as they PR. without conſulting the 
| Proprietors, 


CY 


| LETTER I.“ 3 
Proprietors, che power of the latter muſt be annihilated; 


and when they have loſt the power, I would adviſe them to 


relinquiſh the reſponſibility ; but if the right of nominating 
their own ſervants be yet allowed them, I would then moſt 
earneſtly entreat them to be very circumſpett in the exerciſe 
' of it, I entreat them to conſider the hazardous ſtep, in the 
firſt inſtance, of recalling, at this juncture, ſo old and able a 
ſervant as Mr. Haſtings ; and in the ſecond, of ſending out 
| a ſet of men who are ſtrangers to the country, its laws, its 
manners, its cuſtoms, language, and politics. Admitting _ 
that ſome parts of Mr, Haſtings's conduct may be exception- 
able, are there not many which have received and deſerye 
_ applauſe ? His abilities are confeſſed, even by his enemies, 
and his integrity they cannot accuſe, Will the Proprietors 
remove ſuch a man ? Andis there no medium between cen» 
ſure and diſmiſhon ? 

If Parliament were to paſs an act, as they ſeem to intend, 
ſor the guidance of the Company's government in India, 
I think one may venture to pronounce, from Mr. Haſtings's 
conduct, in the two firſt years of his government, that no 
man would adhere” more ſtrictly to their orders, Whilſt 
he enjoyed the confidence of his maſters, they never found a 
more obedient or a more capable ſervant, When Govern- 
ment interfered, and introduced the unfortunate conteſts in 
the Supreme Council, which involved the Directors them- 
ſelves in party feuds, and when the inviſible agency of Mi- 
niſters ſerved to increaſe them, intemperate acts and heats 
were the conſequences both at home and abroad; and in 
this interval no permanent plan or ſyſtem was purſged : but 
fince it is the benevolent intention of Parliament to guard 

againſt future error from paſt experience, and to preſcribe 
| the mode of governing theſe diftant provinces with the 
Sr poſſible advantage to the ſtate, I would ſubmit it to 
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their conſideration, and that of the Proprietors, WEEDS 
| theſe ends are likely to be anſwered by ſending utter ſtran- 


gers into that country. If the Proprietors ſhould be of opi- 
nion, that there are no ſervants ip that country, nor in this, 


who are worthy of a place in the Supreme Council, and if ; 


they think that no ſet of men can have refided in India 
without being rendered unfit for ſuch a ſtation, or that the 


- "Legiſlature, with the power to appoint, hath alſo the power 
to endue others with knowledge, integrity, abilities, and 
experience, then let them join in the preſent meaſures, and 

try the fatal experiment of recalling Mr. Haſtings. 


An INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR. 


3 "LETTER, " COR: 


In. a letter I addreſſed to you a few 4H ago, I gave my 


reaſons for calling. your attention to the preſent ſituation of 


your affairs; and in the hope that my humble labours may 
not be unacceptable, I ſhall venture to dedicate them a 
little longer to your ſervice, 

The ſubje& which is now the object of enquiry wn * 


| liberation, hath, under different circumſtances, engaged 


the ſerioũs conſideration of the Proprietors and Parliament 


near twenty years. It is a ſubject, however, ſo difficult to 
be underſtood, it hath given riſe to ſq much controverſy, 
and it hath ſo excited the paſicns and n of all or- 


ders 
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ders of men, that it is not to be wondered at if many erro- 


neous opinions have been entertained, and ſome falſe ſyſtems 
adopted. But fince ſo, much argument hath already been 
urged, and-ſo much reaſoning hath already been employed, 

that the cleareſt underſtanding is puzzled, a few facts may, 


| perhaps, impreſs the mind more forcibly than many argu- 


ments. If, alſo, experience is more ſure than theory, and 


that future effects may be judged of from fimilar cauſes 


which have already occurred, a plain recital of ſome paſt 
occurrences, may, perhaps, lead us to a truer judgment of 
the ſubject, than any other mode of inveſtigation. | 

In the year 1963, your Government of Bengal was en- 


gaged in a war with Coſſim Ally Khan, and Sujah Dowlah, 
that threatened the exiſtence of the Company in as great a 


degree as the preſent war with Hyder Ally and the Mah- 
rattas. The politics of the late Mr. Henry Vanſittart, 
were, at that period, as much deſcried as thoſe of Mr. 


Haſtings are now; and he, who hath ſince been acknow- 


ledged to have borne a moſt excellent character, was then 
traduced, aſperſed, and reviled with all the rage of party. 
In 1764, you judged it expedient, for the ſafety of the 
Company's poſſeſſions, and the reformation of the greateſt 
enormities (as they were then called,) to ſend out the late 
Lord Clive, at the head of a Select Committee, with ſpecial 
powers to reſtore peace, and correct abuſes. Upon their 
arrival in 1765, they found the enemy vanquiſhed, and 


peace reſtored; but the work of reformation they repre- 


ſented as one of the labours of Hercules, and compared the * 
ſettlement of Calcutta to the Augæan ſtable. There was 


hardly a term of abuſe in the Engliſh language, which they 


did not apply to the ſervants of that time. At the begin- 


ning of 1767, his WY had n che great work of 


re for- 
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58 weformation, and ——— the L_ 1 58 0 much ap- | 
[ Ee ers 7 ſince. | 
In a very few years ho his arrival in Eaglend; this 
| y great man and his colleagues were arraigned by Par- 
liament: and ſuch was the violence of the proceedings, and 
the temper of thoſe times, that the very man who a few 
years before had received rewards and praiſes of the Com- 
pany, honours from his King, and was ſtiled the © heaven 
born General,” was on the point of being ſtripped of all his 
2 | _ laurels, and was reviled as a plunderer and a murderer. — 
WH | The language he had held to the Court of Directors againſt 
=. their ſervants, was retorted upon him, and he ſaw, and con- 
_. feſſed the injuſtice he had done them. In the end he was 
acquitted ; and we have ſeen men, in the very ſame Parlia- 
| 5 | 'ment, who then perſecuted him with rigour, and were ear - 
. neft for his condemnation, now eager to do ner to his 
memory, and retra& their former opinions, 
The pacific ſyſtem, which hath been lately celebratcd as 
the only true one for the intereſt, of the Company, and 
under Which we have been ſaid to proſper, and be affluent, » Wi 
had not been eſtabliſhed! above four years, when it was 
found to be fo very defective, that an extraordinary and 
new commiſſion was granted to three Superviſors, with con- 
trouling powers over all the ſettlements. The unfortunate | 
fate of the Aurora prevented our knowing the conſequence 
of this ſcheme. 
In two years after this event, it appeared, the Company 
were upwards of two millions in debt, and obliged to throw 
themſelves into the hands of government, to prevent a 
bankruptcy. At this alarming period, Mr. Cartier, one 
of the beſt, and moſt amiable.men in the world, was ſe- 
verely cenſured for drawing bills on the Company, and he 
and ſome members of the Council were harſhly diſmiſſed, 
OG 8 8 e. 
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LETTER 8 
Mr. Haſtings was then looked up to as the only man who 


could retrieve. your affairs; and for this purpoſe was ſent 
from your Prefidency of Madras to Bengal, He juſtified 


your choice; and by a moſt diligent exertion of his uncom- | 
mon abilities, he found reſources to pay off your enor- 
mous debt of two millions and an half, and to reſtore you 
from bankruptcy to affluence, He received the -warmeft. 


thanks of your Directors, and for two 8 they. were la- 


viſh-in his praiſe, 

In the year 1574 your affairs were again canvaſſed 5 
Parliament, and an act paſſed, which put the government 
of Bengal, and all your ſettlements on an entire new foot- 
ing. What the effects of this plan have been, I need not 
relate! Suffice it to ſay, that in the preſent year, 1782, you 
are again brought before the tribunal of Parliament ; and 


it, as it is ſaid, the preſent government of Bengal, like all, 
former adminiſtrations, are to be reviled and diſmiſſed, you 


may expect to have three, or five gentlemen ſent out, who. 
may have a political exiſtence of as many years: and how 
long this circulation and change of men and meaſures may 
laſt, or rather, how ſoon it may put an end to your own, 
exiſtence, is a problem that may, perhaps, be-ſhortly re-. 


ſolved. 


I ſhall take another opportunity to remark upon the bade 


| 1 have. recited, and for the preſent I ſhall only obſerve, 


that they plainly ſhew the great difficulty of directing the 
affairs of a country ſo very remote, how very. fluctuating 
and uncertain the opinions of men muſt be on ſuch diſtant 
tranſactions, and that the miniſterial plan of 1774 hath been 
as moſt pernicious of any which hath yet been tried. 


An INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR, L 
Andi 1782. 3 * 
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LETTER III. 


I N my laft Eater gave you a ſummary detail of y your 
affairs, and the various plans which had been tried for 
the laſt twenty years: :I therein ſhewed you, what dif- 
ferent opinions had prevailed of the ſame men at different 


times, what a variety of means had been purſued for the 
fame end, and how inadequate they had all proved: I then 


drew one general concluſion, which was, the difficulty of 
judging of the moſt proper meaſures to be adopted for the 
government of fo remote a country; ; and I ſhall now take 


leave to be more particular in my inference, and endeavour 


to apply the paſt examples to the preſent occaſion. 
1 chick the preſent ſituation of Bengal may be aptly, 


£ compared to what it was in the year 1764, when the late 
| Lord Clive and his Select Committee were ſent out to re- 


ſtore peace and correct abuſes. A dangerous and expenſive | 


war was juſt concluded at that time, and the peace they 
went out to make, they found eſtabliſned on their arrival. 

From the laſt advices by the way of Buſſorah we are in- 
formed, hoftilities had virtually ceaſed between the Mah- 
rattas and General Goddard; that Mhadajee Scinda had con- 
cluded a treaty, and was going with Mr. Anderſon to ne- 


gotiate a general peace at Poonah; that the Nizam and 
Mhoodajee Bhooflah had alto docbine mediators; and that 


Sir Eyre Coote had obliged Hyder to retire Hoa the Car- 


natic. If, to this account, we add the arrival of the rein- 


foxcement from. Europe, I hope I ſhall not be thought too 

fanguine, or to force the compariſon I mean to:make, if F 

ſay, it is more than probable that the perſons, who are to 
ED bs 
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We d ba begeel zt Bengal, will, as Lord 
Clive did, find it in perfect tranquillity. | In this cafe, they - 


Will, like their predeceſſors, turn their thoughts to the 
more arduous taff of reformation; and, like them, they 
will paint a gloomy picture of your diftreſs. They will 


tell you, they found the country drained of all its wealth, 


Its revenues ruined by the iron hand 'of rapacious collec- 
tors, the mode of collection defective in all its parts, the 


adminiſtration of juſtice totally corrupt, the ſerrants of the 


Company ſunk-into-luxury and diffipation, and that bydra, 


corruption, rearĩng his ſeven, or 2 ao as they” wy 
be in the: humour to paint him. | 
Jo reſtore a country from ſo deplorable a ſtate as ik 
eie no common talents, and you may again be told, 
as you have already been informed, with a very becoming 


modeſty in the men who drew their own characters, © rhat 


a degree of virtue and ability, not to be found in common 
men, muſt be exerted in this arduous taſk.“ The text 
confideration is, where are men to be found of this deſcrip- 


tion, and by whom are they to be choſen 2 Parliament will 
tell you, — not in your ſervice; they are all too much 
- tainted with the principles of their education there, and 
too much contetned in the abuſes which are to be cotrected, 
to be truſted with ſuch power. No! Men of theſe rare 
vittues are to be found only i in the incorrupt legiſlature of 
his kingdom; and, after they have been duly qualified, 


by being members of a Select or Secret Committee on India 
affairs for a ſeſſion or two, they will then have put on the 


whole armour of knowledge and vittue, and will be com- 
pletely equipped for the combat of re formation. They 


will tell you alſo, the wild ſchemes of conqueſt and ambi- 


tion are as repugnant to your true intereſts as the corrupt 
| om of peculation ; "tele; therefore, muſt be carefully 
C provided 


| 10 | LETTER III. 
provided e and the illuſtrious characters of Ruftam 


Aud Effendi muſt now; be held up as objects of horror, not 
as examples of imitation ; and, if there be any foundation 


for/the,rumour which is gone abroad, we ſhall have reaſon 
to. acknowledge the paternal care of Parliament, in this reſ- 
pect at leaſt, by the perſons, who are ſuppoſed to be the ob- 

jects of its choice, except indeed, in the inſtance of the 
noble General, who has acquired a fame ag immortal * | 
thoſe celebrated warriors,by his indefatigable labours. 

Alfter theſe gentlemen have refided as long as is ks 
| for the great buſineſs of the public and themſelves, and have 
rung the lame changes upon . abuſes, reformation, . corrup- 
tion, and depravity, with their innumerable. ug of evils, 
and when they can with truth aſſure you, chat, by their 
unremitted endeavours, the very reverſe of this deftruQive 
ſyſtem hath been eſtabliſhed; they will ceturn to their na- 
tive land full of honours, though not. of. riches, in expec· 
tation of a peaceable enjoyment of the moderate income 
they have hardly earned by a painful induſtry. But behold 
, the ingratitude and fickleneſs of a nation they have ſo ho- 
nourably and faithfully ſerved! They find committees of 
the Houſe, both ſecret and ſelect, fitting in judgement upon, 
and condemning that condu& which, in their own ideas, 
merited ſo much applauſe'; and if Mr. Haſtings doth not 
carry his notions of integrity too far, and will not ſcruple 
to obtain a ſeat in that Houſe at the expence of a moral and 
political obligation, they may, perhaps, fing, hi i in one of 
the places they had left, | 
F rom the facts I have already ſlated of the former con- 
duct of gentlemen upon preciſely ſimilar occaſions, I do 
not think that this is an unnatural picture, or a forced con- 
cluſion. But let us turn from this to another object, per- 
| EE more worthy. of your conſideration, namely, your 
; TN right 


"LETTER m. 11 
right to make à choice of your own ſervants, and tat 
emancipation \ which is to form, a part of the general refor- 
mation, the preſent miniſters have ſo generouſly promiſed, . 
and ſo honourably begun. If Parliament will both diſmiſs 

and appoint the ſervants who are to govern your affairs, 
and the Lords of the Treaſury are to regulate the orders of 
your Directors to thoſe ſervants, in what does your freedom 
conſiſt? If you are told that your intereſts are inſeparable 
from the nation's, and that it is their duty to watch over 
this valuable part of the empire in this manner. I have on- 
ly to reply, that this argument proves the Company are 
not free in the ſenſe they eught to be. But if the preſent 
' miniſters mean fairly, meet them fairly upon liberal grounds. 
Let there be no clandeftine negotiations with Lords of the 
Treaſury and their Secretaries, but aſſert to the Legiſlature 
what you deem to be your rights. Bring it to this ſhort 
iſſue, that you think you ought to have the power of ap- 
pointing and diſmiſſing your own ſeryants, and that their. 
proper line of duty to the nation, is, their own excellent 
idea of giving a general outline for the plan of govern- 
ment, and of controuling the conduct of the Court of Di- 
rectors by Committees of Parliament. Let the Proprie- 
tors treat with Parliament upon enlarged ideas, and on terms 
worthy of men, who. have one common good in view. On 
theſe principles let them aſk whether they are to have the, 
actual appointment of their own ſervants, and the real con- 
duct of their own affairs, without any other interference. 
of Parliament than the general ſuper-intending controvl of 
their Committees. If the anſwer be as candid as the queſ- 
tion is fair, you can have no doubt of what is then your 
duty. If the right be granted, a proper exerciſe of it is 
your firſt object; if it be denied, your next is, to reject the 


rel} Gbility, 
* f AN INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR. 
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LETTER. W. 


their enquiries merely to what they may think wrong in 
che conduct of Mr. Haſtings, and from any paſt errors to 
preſeribe ſuch rules for à future Governor as they may 
think right, but that they will accompany their cenſure 
with diſmiffon, and proceed even to new appointments, I 


have prefamed to hint an opinio chat ſuch reſolutions will 


affect your chartered rights, Purſuing the fame 1 1 
will venture a little farther into the ſubject. | : 
Some of the preſent” minifters have been free to declare, 
that the act of 1954 infringed your ancient conflitution, 
and all agree, that your After have not been better con- 
ducted ſince the interference of Parliament. I have already 


aid, that Parliament act conſiſtently with their profef- 


| ions, and take the true line of power and duty, when they 
inſpect the conduct of your Directors, and regulate the 


political rules by which they would have your ſervants 


guided; but that, when they ſtep beyond this line, and 
Gprive you of the right of appointing your own ſervants, 

they break in upon the regularity of the ſyſtem, and — 
ſtroy the harmony of its parts. If Parliament ſhould ſay 
that they do this, becauſe you are not capable of condutt-' 


ing your own affairs, that you have no ſeryants worthy of 


ſuch a truſt, and that therefore they make theſe appoint- 
ments to preſerve this valuable part of the empire to the 


| mation ; we ſhould, in this inſtance, applaud their wiſdom; 
as in all, we obey their power; but on a review of the paſt 
eren, We. Fn . theſe to Cie been their 


motiyes 


1 


en e eee ee 
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motives. In 1774, they appointed two of your eld ſer- 
vants ; to theſe they added two general officers and à clerk 
in the Wär- office. Ia 17), they gave you's linen-draper; 
and in 1781, you were furniſned with a purſer's clerk, and 
a director. Hath your intereſt been conſulted in theſe ap- 
pointments ? Or hath your affairs been entruſted to better 
hands than you could have found in the line of your fer= 
vice? I think I may fafely anſwer in the negati ye. 

Amongſt the excluſive rights and privileges of your char- 
ter, none, in my humble opinion, is more effential to the 
good government of your affairs than the appointment of 
your own ſervants. It is on a proper choice of them that 
your welfare materially depends; for on their conduct you 
muſt rely, and to them much muſt be truſted. The ap- 
pointments in the Supreme Council ought to be looked up 
to by your ſervants, as the greateſt reward, as diſmiſſion is 
certainly the greateſt puniſhment ; and ſince rewards and 
puniſhments are the two great hinges on which all govern- 
ments turn, that ſyſtem muſt be radically defeftive which is 
deprived of them. It is to the power, who' confers the 
honour and can inflift the diſgrace to wich men naturally 
look in the firſt inſtance, conſequently the intermediate 
body is confidered only in an inferior or ſecondary degree; 
and whether this may not induce the Directors to think 
more lightly of their reſponſibility, and the ſervants leſs 
reſpectſully of the Directors authority, is a matter worthy 
your ſerious conſideration, At all events it is an irregular | 
and unnatural ſyſtem that you ſhould have an excluſive 
right to the management and trade of thoſe countries, and 
that the firſt officers in them ſhould be independent of your 
choice or cenſure. | The pernicious effects of this ſyſtem' 
you are labouring -under at this 4" my rt it is ſald, 
* I ſtil to be continyed,+ | 


1 


pri fed of Mr. Haſtings's ſervice for one of theſe gentlemen, 


. LETTER IV; | 1 

I we are to believe an ae mibhs is very prevalent, 
a I confeſs my humble connections do not admit of my 
obtaining better authority than public report; the candi- 
dates for the ſtation of Governor-General are General 
Smith and Mr. Francis. As you muſt in this caſe, be de- 


it will be very proper for you to conſider their different 
werits and qualifications, as they appear either on your re- 
cords, or in thoſe ſituations of life in which they have come 
under your obſervation, in order that you may Es where- 
* you are likely to be benefited by the change. | 
General Smith was originally an officer in your. 3 
on the coaſt of Coromandel, where he ſerved with reputation, 
under thoſe able Generals, Laurence, Clive, Coote, Mon- 
2 and Caillaud; he returned to England in 1762, with 
the rank of Major, Many of us recolle& thoſe circum- 
ſtances, when party ran high in Leadenhall-ftreet in 1963 
and 1764, which induced the late Lord Clive to procure 
him the rank of er in the King's ſervice, and the poſt 

of ſecond in and in Bengal. He arrived there in 
May, 5 amanded an army of obſervation in 8 
1766. In 1767, he was promoted to the command of the 
army and third member of the Council and Sele& Commit- 
tee; until the latter end of 1969, he reſided chiefly, out of 
- Your provinces at Allahabad. | In the month of December, 
that year, he returned to England, and if report be true, 

with treble the fortune that Mr. Haſtings now. has, after 
more than thirty years ſervice, _ ten of theſe, Gorernor | 
of Bengal. | | 
Mr. Francis was forced opon. you, an taken from a very 
bumble line of life to be placed in the conſpicuous ftation 
of a Supreme Counſellor ; and from the peculiar circum- 
flances of the mo and bent of his talents, he was 
more 


yz * VE Va 
; 


, 
: 
* 


ty years. He hath been tried in eys 
your ſervice, and in all he hath given undoubted proofs of 


1 E . 70 is. 


more than a es filent ſenator.” His 2 not of les 
uůe than his caſting voice to the gentlemen whoſe plans he 


defended by the former, and whoſe meaſures were carried 
by the latter. Endued with a quick apprehenſion, and 
abilities rather ſprightly than ſolid, aſſiſted by the know. 


ledge of others ia the revenues, and happy in his manner 


of dreſſing the raaterials with which he was / furniſhed, he 


hath gained aTepuration. ee, mort: n chan 
real. 225 


Mr. Haſtings hath b n 


| life in your ſervice. To great abilities and a perfect know- 
ledge of the language, laws, cem and manners of the 


people of India, is joined an ex 


of upwards of thir- 
rank and ſtation in 


an unſhaken integrity. He reſtored your affairs from the 
revenues, found more reſources, opened more channels of 
trade, and ſent home larger inveſtments than any of his 
predeceſſors. To his great exertion, and that deciſive 
conduct which marks the man of genius, are you greatly 
indebted for the ſafety of ihe Carnatic. The plan of relief, 
ſo ably executed by that camplete General, Sir Eyre Coote, 


Was propoſed by Mr. . ene by his 


caſting voice. 
This is a very 8 ph imperſef ſcetch of 
the public characters of theſe gentlemen, and I may not 
probably have done juſtice: to the merits of any of them; 
indeed my only aim, in what I have ſaid, is to induce you 
to examine more thoroughly into the, pretenſions of each, 
that if the decifion be left to you, you may make it with 
rartiger. , 
6 AN. INDEPENDENT pROPRIETOR. 
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| fervants to thoſe” 
faithful ſervices, / 2 1 * 
241 have explained 8 ITY in nd tote con- 
trouling power of Parliament,” and to what Hinethat power 


taken in the expreffion'of independent footing ;" but leſt 
any doubt ſhould remain, I will be ſtill more explicit, and 


bore Parliament appointed a Supreme Councit and a Supreme 
in dhe eat a ſupplement to chat of the weſt. If ve may 
was certainly the beſt; for ſince the intetference of the one, 


_ diftrafted abroad, your Directors divided 4 n and 


. e 1 am naturally led to the ſubject I touched upon in 


*Y 
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| Farne RAY ah Feen 1 re hinted at 


in my former Letters; which, as they deſerve your moſt par- 


tievlar attention, „may not be unworthy of à farther diſcuſ- 
fon. The firſt is, that you ſhould endeavour, by every 
poſſible means; to re- eſtabliſh ydurſelves and*your- ſervice, 


upon that independent footing, to which-your charters give 


yon the fuireſt claim. The nent is, that eee 


ab plan, of promoting your on 
e e the reward * 


7 „ 


to your true conſtituti 


mould limit icſelf, that I hope iny meaning cannot be miſ- 


ſay; chat footing on which yen eonducted your affairs, be- 


Court of Judicature, and before Minifters made patronage 


be allowed to judge from experience, your Griginaliplan 


and the influence of the other, your councils have been 


your whole ſervice falling to decay. i I. 
In conſideting tlie next point of promoting vor owns Ter 


my laſt Letter,, regarding a proper choice of perſons to fill 


thie” roo ſtations i — — Council; and con- 
formably 


LETTER: ET 


Francisꝰ's offers to return to Bengal becauſe he was not bred! 
in your ſervice. IL hope both Parliament and ourſetyes will 
habe too much Icberality to make invidious compariſons of 
talents or of principles; but giving Mr. Francis full credit 
for his ſhare of both, Lam ſure he will not ſuffer in eitller, 
ik I declare my opinion, that you have ſervants not at all 
inferior to him in theſe reſpects; and his having been once 
forced into your ſervice, rp n n . 
for the ſame injuſtice. 

The removal of Mr. Haſtings, chad e calls 
juncture, is another point at which I have hinted; but it is 
in my humble opinion, a ſabje& of ſo much importance, 
aud involves ſo many conſequences, that 1 do ſeriouſly 
a hope, when Parliament conſider the ſervices he hath per- 

formed, the abilities he bath diſplayed, and the proofs he bath 
given of uncorrupt conduct and ſpotleſs integrity, they will 
not deprive the Company of the: benefit of theſe abilities, 
and this integrity, for what they may deem errors in judg · 
ment, or becauſe his ee eee eee 
nate in the event than unwiſe in the plan. Nat ot 
But if political errors are to be alledged as e for the 
removal of Mr. Haſtings, they ought, in fairneſs of argu- | 
ment, to be equally.epgent againſt the appointment of any - 
other perſon who may have fallen into them; and by te 
fame parity of reaſoning, it may be aſked, whether Gene- 
rial Smith adopted a wiſe policy, in keeping a brigade at Al- 
lahabad, and depriving the provinces, by its being paid out 
of them, of 300,000l; of eirculating ſpecie aunually? Whe · 
wer; it was a prudent meaſure to have adviſed a deputation 
in 1568, to the Vizier, which was expenſive and uſelſeſs, 
and whether it Was A n for 
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formably te thoſe printiples' on which L. ground my o 
opinion, and preſume te offer ĩt to yo, I would, rejeft Mr. 


wr ET TER . 


1 opening the Gebe reafaryylgtttichy xdddced denn be 
baukruptey, and for only conſenting to which, the Er 
Vr. Cartier was diſmöfſeq ypur fer ig. © n “ 


The peculiar hardſhip: of Mr: Haffiagb's Sela calls 


5 28 for more than common candour from PMiament and: the 


Prpprietors. He ls. ttitd by the ſevereſt teſt which can be; 
applied, and under uch circumſtances as hardly any con- 
duſt can eſcape frum cenſure. Judgment hath been paſſed; 
on the ſucteſs of his meaſures, not on the wiſdom of their! 


deſign. Plans, which were ably formed, have been con- 


demned, becauſe they were weakly executed. He is ar- 
raigned at a tribunal, where he cannot plead his own caufe, 
and to which hĩs moſt e PE.” hath deen e 
as a principal witnem. 51 40 1 NN ni 
When the mindchath Pitt wei 
1 b 00 be heated by its on -reafonings, and a. falſe 


glare will iometimes dazzle che eleareſt underſtanding ; one 


train of ideas is often purſued with an eagerneſs that ex- 
: cludes. any other, and our utmoſt caution will not always 
guard us againſt prejudice. To ſome fuch cauſe, or to ſome 
Ke imperfection of bur nature, muſt we attribnte an inference 
in the laſt Report of the Select Committee, that imputes to 
Mr. Haſtings his being acceſſary to the proſecution of Nund- 


comar, at a time hen he had brought an accuſation 


againſt him. I. will be bold to ſay, that if the gentlemen 
of the Committee will take the pains to ſift that matter tho- 
roughly, they will be convinced Mr. Haſtings was not only 
ignorant of che apprehending of Nundcomar, but chat his 
conduct would then, as it will now, ſtand the ſevereſt exa- 


mination; and, as 4 proof that Mr. Haſtings had nothing 


to fear from that accuſation, which it is inſinuated he ſhrunk 


from; the very ſame charge was afterwards renewed to the © 
DA hen a. appointed by 
N them, 
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then edfifing af Medſits: Maxwell; Anderſon, and Grant, | 
to examine into this affair. Their commiſſion laſted ſomes 
months, and, after. the, moſt minute inveſtigation, it ap! 
peated, there was not che leaſt foundation ſor the charge | 
This is 2 matter of fact, capable of inftant proof, for the 

Diary: of their proceedings is, or ought to be, amongſt the 
records of the India Houſe, It is muehꝭ to be lamented, 


that} Mhere ſacts were: to be eſtabliſhed, inſinuations ſhould 


have been reſorted to, and the gemilemen would: have done 
well zo conſider, that if any of them ſniould apply to fill 
thoſe ſtations their reports tend to vacate; how farcibly the 


argumept of inſerence: may be retorted upon them. 


I have been led. to: make this remark on a paragraph of 
the; Report, of the Select Committee, becauſe, when Lam 
contending ſor the character of Mr. Haſtings, and -recom- | 
mending him 40. your protection, Item unwilling that an 
impreſſion ſhould remain on your minds t his prejudige, 
which it is. in my power. ta remove; and am confident, 
from che characters of the gentlemen of the Committee, 
that they will de equallygglad with yourſelves to havena⁰,z 


point cleared up, which may affect the charaſtef of an iu—- 


3 Fee be the gbje& of their en- 
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 _ Jette l bis hitherto troubled you with!” 1 have 
endeavoured to draw your attention to the preſervation of 
yu own rights, and to induce you to turn your thoughts 
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ae eee 
| I Genetal If ſhould have been fortunate enough to hu ve 
c(aggiſteduny mint that may be uſeful, or ſtarred an ãdea 
mut may be improved by your better judgment, I ſhall 
me enſwerech euefynpurpoſe that che principles on which iT 
| hivE written, 2prompted me to hope fer. But the” temper 
pf the prtſent eimes,/cis/ perhaps, tob violent for an appeal 
10 calm reaſon , I. ee and dread the powerful effects of 
* eloqurnoe urged to its utmoſt exertions, by a heated imagi- 
mation. Thel paffions are again rouſed; and the ſtreum of 
© prejudice, which had either ſlackened or bech diverted into 
other channels, n,. returns with tedoubled force. Vour 
Tertants in India can do nothing right. Their wars are 
8 plans of under; cheir treaties are compacts of injuſtice 
eee hſter of iniquity.» Tele are che topics 
dan which deelamation delights to! indulge 5 a thouſand 

eaſes contribute to cheir being liſtenod to with applauſe; 
Aud if one ũnſtanee be found to juſtify u particular ſtigma, 
duden prinriple Becomes general, and the concluſion is applied 
tonal. Fo ſuch lengths hath chis indiſcriminating ſpirit 
e Prvevetded, 'tharpolirieal conduct hath been tried by the re” 
5 et moral rettitude; and claims; which originated in con- 
3 queſt, are to be reconciled to equity. If ſyſtems like theſe 
CH, were allopted by the ſpeculative moraliſt, and 1wpported by 
iüngenious reaſoning, the novelty would not be much to be 
wondered at; an and the ar rguments might · ſerve to amuſe, 
though they did n not convince: But when theſe ſentiments 
are carried into practical life, I fear the world is not refined 
enough to adopt them; and however, right we might be in 
our principles, it is much to be apprehended the conſe- 
- ,Jpences, would be fatal. Let us only ſuppoſe. the moral 
b Plan to be put into execution, and orders to be. given chat 
3 e e 3 to with-hold the 
| >< Mogul's 
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0 Mogal's uibute, the-arrcars Thall, be paidihim to the pre- 
ſent time; that, as n Was eijually wrong to deprive him of 
the provinces of Corak and Allahabad, they hall be imme- 


diately. made oven to the Mabratta Chief, 90 whom his 
Majeſty granted a phirmaun for their: poſſeſſion; that the 


areas of Chout, which have been unjuſtly wirh- held from 
te Mabrattas, be paid das ſoon as polſible! the tate of the 


treaſury will admit, and chat in the mean time, the provi- 


| fion of goods for: Eutope be prohibited, im order to afford 
| "larger. proportion: 0. wee A0: liquidate this juſt 
5 claim. 11259 01 306 | 


here are ſeveral 6 Jana whit. -andſig.to 


mod to hoangvo) 20 10 


chis moral reformation, ud require: ſimi lat adpefirgent ; 


but theſe inſtances may, perhaps, be ſufſieſent to eviacę 
hat, ad moral virtue neither is, nor can be always prattiſed 
-- an affairs of goverfiment; ſo it is unteaſpnahſe to make it 


the ſtandard for political tranſactions . Without ſuffering 
ourſclves to be deceived by the ſpeculative Arguments of in- 


genidus men, and without miſleadigg ourſelyes by a vain 
erxpectatian of more virtue than is p, ſed in human af- 

» airs; let us endravour to ſeck that good which, is attainable, | 
and to eſtabliſi that reQtirade', Which is practicahle. Let 


ſome conſiſtent plan be formed, applicable to the manners, 


cuſtoma, and religion of the people, for whom it is intended 
commit the execution of chat plan to your ſervauts, and 


puniſh them if they diſobey it. But if you ate neither to 


ſorm your own plans; nor have the controul of your on 
ſervants; if laus are to be forced upon you, chat annibilate 
the powers of your government, anil alienate. the minds of 
the people you are to govern; if a ſyſtem, compoſed of 
jarring elements, is intruded upon vou, bow is it poſſible 35 


- -yout ſervants ſnould act without, offending the. law or be- 
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5 be cobceivedd and wr have a ſtriking proof, that a Iaodable p 
- endeavour do compoſo the inevitable ſtrife of oppoſite con- 
entions, is likely to be-puniſhed as à criminal action: 
Wich alhtheſe proofs of - hypothetical: reaſoning,” let us 
not recur to it again. Let us endeavours avail: ourſelves 
of the aid of oo mon ſenſe and the” benefit of experience. 
| Tet us try wb ether the abilities which have. proved uſeful 
td Us itt me of need, may not be {> again. Let us appeal 
te facts; aud not td theory. Whether the Mahratta war 
ws joſliſable or nat, and whether the: Court of Diredtors, 
or the Couneil of Bombay were right in their politics; is 


nom a matter of ſpeculation 7 anch che fact I-would appeal to 


3s/ Whether in the'preſent? ſituation, you can find a man fo 
Spade of dupporting your drooping /interefts a Mr. 
Haſtings I believe it ĩs a fact, which will not be diſputted, 
| chat he b e more reſources to affiſt your armies than 
any other man, and that he is now looked vp to by the 
Preſideney 'of Madras and Sir Eyre Coote, as the moſt 
capable perſon of preſerving your power in India, -vItwill 
be very difficult to tranfuſe che ideas of a-Britiſhi Houſpof 
Commons into the natives of Aſia; and ati act, that ſeems 
wife ro the enlightendd underſtanding of the former. may 
Dave a contrary effect on the contracted minds of the latter 
hence, however proper the legiſlature may think it to re- 
hg6ve Nin Haſtings, be aſſured the conſequence will be che 
very reverſe of what they intend; for in whatever light his 
conduct tnay be ſeen here, e er certain the Indian 
Powers behold it wich admiration and reſpect; and however 
Jucdlicrous the names of Ruſtum and Effendi, may ſound in 
| "England; moſt afſuredly the compariſon does not eren a | 
Tidiculons idea to a native of Indoftan. - N 
1 Ambition and/conqueſt} rapacity and injuftice, are inen - | 
'hzuſtible'thewes lor oratorial powers; and, in the preſent 

| . NE GR" 


| diſpoſition of men s minds, ſuch charges are admitted on 
he bare authority of an eloquent ſpeałker; but we, who' 
ought to look to conHquences, and carefully to examine the 
truth of premiſes, ſhould not be ſeduced by the charms of 
eloquence, or biaſſed by the influence of prejudice, G 
ſureſt guide is experience, and whilſt we have facts to appeal 
to, let us not have recourſe to ſuppoſition, ? Is your preſent 
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_ Governor-General a rapacious man? his moderate fortune! 


acquits him of ſuch an imputation.' Hath any! corrupt mo- 
tive ever been attributed to him, which hath not been fully 
confuted when it was fairly brought forward 7 Witneſs the 
on of Nundcomar, of which I ſpoke in my laſt let- 

Have not his abilities been proved to you in various 
ende and hath not be, on ſome important occaſions, 
reſcued you from diſtreſs? Witneſs the affluence he reſtored 
you to, when he firſt became your Governor, and his late 
exertions on the invaſion of the Carnatic,” Is there à poten- 
tate in India who doth not reverence Mr. Haſtings # And 
did not the 'Nizam profeſs an implicit confidence in him, at 
a time that he had none in any of your other Preſidencies? 
In ſhort; there are ſo many proofs of Mr. Haſtings being 
poſſeſſed of ſuch rare virtues, and ſuch extraordinary abi- 
lities, and of his being ſo univerſally reſpected by all the 
powers in India, that the conſequence of recalling AY at 
this time, may be fatal to your affairs. 


As INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR: | 
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LETTER VII. 


1 Can ably conceive | that Mr. Haſtings s late miraculous | 
eſcape from aſſaſſination ſhould be an unpardonable crime 
ia the eyes of his thwarted W but wherein he 


- ſhould | 
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„ Dr TIN 
mould be Habla ages for hit part in thoſe reſolulions 
af the Supreme: Council, which are n 
vobked che diabolical attack, chen own, far . | 
the ſtretch of my\ſagacity, ,,,, 
The motives which led this deed of lane as far at leaſt, 
as conjecture can trace them, are undiſputed to have ariſen 
from a demand made by the Governor General and Su- 
pPreme Council, on Raja Cheyt Sing, a dependant and tri- 
. butary Zemindar, ſot᷑ a trifling addition to his annual rent, 
is ſupport of three! battalions of ſeapoys, during the con- 
. Unpance of the war with France. The ſeveral, opinions, 
and unanimous votes of the Supreme Council on this ſub- 
ieft may be found in the Appendix to. the Sixth Report of 
the Committee of Secrecy 3 and to thoſe authentie docu- 
ments | refer, in proof of ſo much of the following conciſe 
-  naxrative as relates to the right, the cauſe, and the extent 
of the demand in queſtion, The publication of that Ap- 
| pendi® will, I hope, filence thoſe malicious miſrepreſenta- 
tions which have hitherto deſignedly miſled the public. 
The diſtricts of Gazypore and Benares are à portion of 
the Subah of Illahabad, and border on our province of 
Bahar. They produce an annual reenue of more than | 
ſeventy lacks. of rupees, from very low rents, and paid a 
tribute of twenty-four lacks: yearly to the late Nabob, 
Vizier of Oud, Sujahyd Doula; and it alſo appears from 
the evidence given, by Captain Harper to the Sele& Com- 
mit: ce, that they Farnifhed a body of troops whenever the 
| Vizier took the held, according to the eſtabliſhed conſti- 
tution of the Mogul empire. The ſovereignty of thoſe 
diſtricts, with all its rights and revenues, was ceded to our 
Company in 1775, by the preſent Nabob Vizier, Aſof-ud- 
Donla. A ſunnud and cabooliet were executed in the 
uſual form, be tween the Supreme Council and Raja Cheyt 


1 Sing, 


ne 


came united and incorporated with the reſt of the Britiſh 
dominions in chat part of India, the Governor- General 
produced ia Council propoſition for reducing Cheyt ging's 
irregular, undiſeiplined and unnęceſſary troops, by adding 
a certain portion of them to our own army, to be paid, 
however, by him. It has always been a point of policy; 
with the Company to diſcourage, and to prohibit, if poſ- 
ſible, che maintenance of independent forces by any of the 
Indian powers under our protection. The Nabob of Ben- 
gal has none; the Nabob of Arcot has been frequently in- 
treated, and at laſt with effeR, to diminiſh bis military. e- 
tablifſhment,; and the connivance to uſeleſs. and dangerous 


bodies of troops, kept up by the Rajahs of ſome of the 
northern eircars, forms. a ſtrong article. amongſt the ob- 


jections made by the Court of Directors to the late Gover- 
nor and Council of Madras. No political neceſſity, no 
ſtipulated exception, entitled Rajah Cheyt Sing to the pe- 
culiar privilege of a ſeparate army; nor was there any 
doubt of our right as well as power; as ſovereigus, to en- 
force the meaſure recommended by the Governor Gene- 
ral, and it was over- ruled by the majority, merely o¹ the 
plea of a compliment to the Rajah's deſires. | 16 362 


Ia 1778, in conſequence of the French war, our military | 


eſtabliſhment in Bengal being greatly increaſed, it was pro» 


poſed. in Council (and unanimouſly: carried) to call on 


Cheyt Sing for ſome additional aid towards the ſupport of 
the very extraordinary expences of che ſtate; and it was 
expreſſly ſignified to him, that it was to continue during 
the war only. This, in fact, was nothing more than a 


modification of the Governor-General's original propoſition 


on our firſt acceſſion to the ſovereiguty of Cheyt Sing's 
E N 


8 un TT EA 1 „ 
Sings: the Zemigdar, by which he was bound to. pay: be 
ſuame tribute he had hitherto furniſhed to the Nabob Vizier. 
A from that moment the diſtricts of Gazypore,, 8 
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: proyiyees,” and Which in ume of Prüsbangt penn dr Had bt 
been thought neeeſſary to enforce. - The required addition 
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was no. very mall; five lacks of rupees; and was appro- 


priated to the payment of three” battalions'of ſeapoysy with 
Forepean officers, - The propricty awd juſtice, - as well-ay- 
neceſſity of this/theafure; nenn ſecured ir the ſanction 


of the/Opurt of Dite&ors, 07 075 ponilghni ny atugortt 
Hindoos are known'to have a natural \propeuiſiry whoard 


ing, and Cheyt Sing poſſeſſes ample means for the grau- 
cation of -this datling paſfion. It is n6totious that he HU 
mech at leaſt thirty lacks every yeut line he ſucceeded to 
the Zemindary, and including his father's tresſure, is up. 


poſed to keep locked up from circulation Upwards-cof four: 
millions ſterling in ſpecie, ki a)” y | I das ** SE 6-433 
Benares is now the richeſt city in India; a holy aſylum; 


+ ſanQtifiedby the ſtrongeſt religious prejudices, and a erouded 


ſeminary of Indian literature. An atmoſt imperceptible 
tam om its inhabitants, or the moſt trivial increafe in the 
very low rents of the province, would have doubled our 
new demand: a proportionate reduction of the Rajah's uſe- 
leſs troops would have anſwered the end, without any inno- 


vation whatever. Vet this avaricious wretch had the aſſu- 


rance to plead abſolute inability, and to pretend a neceſſity 
of ſelling his very furniture to pay the firſt year's quota; 
that of the ſecond yeur he vololutely wichheld, till extorted 
by threats of inſtant compulſion. Pretexts of poverty are 
ſeldom attended to by Indian governments, unleſs on mani- 


feſt grounds: as theſe are become the ordinary and unver- 


fal preliminaries to every payment from every debtor; and 
hence it is that no revenues are ever realized without the 


aſſiſtance of an armed force. But thoſe pretexts were pe- 


culiarly ſcandalous in he mourh of the richeſt inhabitant 
of e rn War * now . four years, 
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and Cher Siog has probably, paid twenty lacks of rupegs 
on the whole-(cxeluſive, of, hi tube) that is to ſay, two 
thirds of che favings of one year's cent; while the whole 
revenues of Bengal have been ee W for 

ſame ſtate · neceſſity. 97 0-90-37 

If this tranſaction be, not within the gs af * of 
jule and of right : if any criminality whatever ean be 
aſcribed to the firſt propoſers of it, there is no poſſible ſyſ- 
tem of politics, no one act of any goyernment, that can 
eſcape the ordeal. If neither the unanimity of a Council, 


which was hardly ever unanimous on any other point; if 


the full approbation of the Court of Directors, whoſe im- 
mediate province it was to decide z if the certainty of an 
inherent right exiſting in the Mogul Government, and | 
proof poſitive from Captain Harper, of the actual exerciſe 
of that right; if the. ſolemn ceſſion of the ſovereignty, 
with all its appendages, and the ſtrong urgency of political 
neceſſity, will not altogether authorize the Company and 
the Company's ſervants to enforce ſo inconſiderable a de · 
mand on one of cheir acknowledged ſubjeQts, what will ? 
Good God! ſhall the commoneſt of all the common 
afts of government, the neceſſary proviſion of ways and 
means'be termed a rebbery ? Shall the ruling power over 
twelve millions of people be arraigned in public, or calum- 
niated in private, for impartially ſharing among the ſeveral 
members of the ſtate, that burthen which muſt unavoida- 
bly be borne ſome how by the whole? Theſe are canons of 


Juſtice, under which an angel could not be ſafe. But it 


ſhould ſeem, that this new doctrine of robbery has already 
reached Benares; and that Cheyt Sing has, in conſequence, 
conceived he might reſiſt, or deſtroy the Governor-General 
of Bengal, with as little ceremony as he would a highway- 
man or a mad dog. Pardon the expreſſion, I meant not io 

„ be 
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be jocular. The ſubject is much too ſerious and too TR 
To. Such' a deliberate” confpiracy for 'affafſinating à Go- 
vernor and all his ſuite, while paffing on affairs of political 
Importance, through provinces immediately ſubjected to his 
authority! and that for ſo trifling a conſideration as fifty 
thoufand pounds to à man worth near five millions It is 
impoſſible, Human nature revolts at the idea, TEE 
> There muſt ha /e been ſome concealed purpoſes of ini- 
quity to be ſerved; ſome pernicious damned ſuggeſtions 
muſt have poiſoned thy mind, and urged him to this tem- 
porary frenzy. Some deep complotting Iago has, by exag- 
, Ferated powers of lies, laid the foundation for this deſperatè 
act, and hobd-winkel the miſerable perpetrator, or he never 
covld have been fo blind to his own intereſt, to the little 


chance of ſucceſs, and che impoſſible of impunity. He 


never could otherwiſe have forgotten the conſequences of che 
: unhappy maſſacre in his very neighbourhood at Patna. - 
"He has probably, by this time, ſeen his folly as well as 
his guilt : I wiſh he may have found his tongue. 

In the mean while, I muſt intreat the favour of W560 
tlemen, who can ſtile the temporary and neceſſary increaſe 
of Cheyt Sing's tribute a robbery, to furniſh me with a term 
for this horrid attempt. I cannot trace even in idea, its 
enormous advance of criminality. I ſhould be glad too, 
that they would ſuggeſt a proportionate puniſhment, for 1 
Enow not to what criminal juriſdition Cheyt Sing may be 
amenable. I can only gueſs what proceſs his late Sovereign 
Shvjah- vd-Dovla would have followed on the occaſion ; and, 
I fear, that may ſeem too ſevere to many Britiſh: jnquifitore. 
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queſtions of right and wrong are often puzzted by ſubtlety 


n- and ſophiſtry, till the mind knows not on which to decide. 
g- Art, prompted by intereſt, frequently conceals a ſimple 
ate truth, which common ſenſe and common honeſty would 
ver {| eaſily diſcover ; and, in almoſt every debate, ſome artifice 
tle is practiſed by the contending parties. On ſubjetts which 
He affect the paſſions and intereſts of mankind, it is hardly 
the poſſible to guard the mind from error and prejudice, or to 
aw - | prevent theſe diſingenuous methods of diſpute. - Perhaps 
a8 no ſubject was ever agitated in which the paſſions, prejudices, 
. and intereſts of men were more excited, or concerned, than 
en- khat of your government, and the conduct of your ſervants 
eaſe | i in India. It was not, therefore, to be expected that a 
erm committee of the Houſe of Commons: ſhould be compoſed 
its of men of ſuch equal tempers, as to be exempted from the 
too, common failings of their nature, or that ſome of theſe ef- 
or 1 fects ſhould not be felt, in the courſe of a long enquiry. . 
be Prom ſome late proceedings of the Select Committee, it 
eign appears, the great original deſign of their inſtitution hath 
and, | been departed from, and that their enquiry - hath become 
ore, more perſonal than was intended by the Houſe, or even by 
"OR, themſelves;-and it is much to be apprehended, that if they 


recede from general principles to particular inſtances, they 
may at laſt deſcend to party ſpirit, and perſonal conſidera- 


tons. To warn them of the danger of partiality might, | 
perhaps, be deemed: PR but it is certainly my 
| duty 


T- 


11 T 3 ever happens that, in ig vt eto | 
verſy, the original argument is ſtrictly adhered to. Plain 


—__ LETTER. VII, 
duty to guard you 3 — of prepoſſeſ· | 
' ton, 

F dhe Hr report, an inference is — the ei- 
dence of ſome witneſs, which wounds the honour of Mr. 
Haſtings in the viceſt part, and which, however warrant- 
able from the evidence before them, is certainly unjuſt in 
point of ſact. It hath already been very eee | 
chat Mr. Haſtings: was neither privy, nor acceſſary to the 
vrry ſame charge, which he exhibits, was produted before 
die wry ſame Council, that it was examined into by à ſpecial 
_ commiſſion'of 1beir on appointment, that it was found to 
be falſe, and chat the diary of theſe proceedings are amongſt 
the records of the India Houſe,” This repott was made two 
months ago, and it was the evidence, which had chen, 
that the inference was drawn 2 the Committee are noi ex 
amining witneſſes, to prove the truth of this inſinuation; 
but I ſhould apprehend, you and all the world will agree, 

that the juſtice of this inference muſt ſtand, or fall, upon 
the evidence which was given at that time, and that an aſ- 
ſertion, which is founded on the proof of a prior a, can- 
not be juſtified by a ſubſequent declaration. But ſince Mr. 
Haſtings's character is again to appear at your tribunal, for 
as which have been examitied into, and of which he hath 
been moſt honourably acquitted, it is neceſſary you ſhould 
be reminded of what has pnſſed, as ROE: as . e wy 
whom he is now accuſed, 

The perſon wham the Committee Ow [lately amtes 
relative to this affair of Nundcomar, is a Mr. C—— G. 
who came a writer into your ſervice in 1763, left it with a 
a large fortune in 1767, and returned to it in 1774. This 
gentleman was the very man, who was appointed by Gene- 
ral Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, to ſeize 


— — — — 
— — — — - 


— — —¼ — — — — — a — — — 
— - =_ 
- — - — —— — — — — m — — — — —C — —— — — — — 
- — - — — — — — — — —— — - — 22 — —— - . > — — — ——_— — — — — — — — — — - —— — — —ꝓ—i'. bh 
— — —¼ = - ——— — = — ———— —— Dꝓ— — — => 2 — . F * = * — 2 - X 
r = — —— me — — — — = DD — "IA — * —_ N : 
2 —— — p V = _ — : 2 2 — 2” : — : — SI — — 
——— — — — — ——— — — — — _ - E : . - - — — — 1 K - 
* 9 x 6 Y FF . * 4 : q 8 
, 8 . 4 
- * = 4 * * - s ©. 
. * F 0 — 5 — 23 LP, > * 3 ” 
. —— op ute bps 2 — 22 ———ů— — , - Fo % 
- b — — — . 7 
—— _— 22 * 
. - 
- : N N 8 * 
_ 3 . * x \ 
- 
f % . 


* - 
2 —— — 


2 > == 
> — — —— ne —— —— — — —— ——— 
— — - — — — — - === — — 
— — - =D — — — — — — — — — — 

. 7 n 
. N 5 ” 8 
— - — — — Sz - 
es — —— — — a a 
— - 
- 
P 


N 


HF ww wy X = 


oo. A AS. 8. £9 10, 5 08 4 


the ear 1564 to 1792, {8 order chat they milght earns 


 veredt6 Mets, Maxwen, Anderſon, and Grant, for exa- 
minätictt; 6, kot theſe” papets, the identical thatge no 
alfaded is bk brought againft Mr. Haſtings by Nundco-" 
mar; "Fox's be celle. He was directed to diftnſts the 


Nabob's moôther from” this offlce of regetit, which ſhe held 


under the kanstlon of the orders of the Curt of Directors 
he was empowered to remove her houte ald Fachily, in giv 


violation of | the Oriental manners and cuſtoms; ne was furs 


. niſhed with a military force to compel obedience to his r- 
ders; ind he Was bse to Telze, Und confine aby of 


the höulcheld, Who mſphr fquire fen Freatment. Arwed 


With cheſe extraordinzry powers, ue proceellee to che Na 


bob's palace, furrounded'it with guards, ind fired and con- 
fined the Begum's * principal euduch, her confidential Ker 


vant nd chief adviſer.” Aftet having executed his orders 
in the moſt rigorous manner, after having tried ever art ta 


induce the Begum to accuſe Mr. Haſtings, and after wy 


General, nothing could be proved to his diſhonour, nor was 
his integrity in the ſmalleſt degree impeached. 


- Notwithſtanding the notoriety of theſe facts, the length 


of time which hath elapſed, and that both you and your Di- 
rectors have honourably acquitted the Governor-General of 
_ theſe very charges, yet hath Mr. G ihtruded vpdn 


the public a renewal of that unjuſtifiable abuſe, which was 
a diſgrace to the men who firſt beſtowed it on the character 
of Mr. Haſtings : a character, fortunately for himſelf, free 
from every ſtain of corruption, and, happily for his friends, 


_ as _ can Seer forth to Sep. m ere ſatis- 
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LET TEA Vil, 3 
on an tie Böpfeholä papers aud accvunts of the Naboh from 


» 
———— . 
: | tt AA 


l : 
Z {11 


. OE A ͤ—ů— — — 
— k — — — — — — — 
þ rs — ra ne — ⏑— 0 —————————— — —  ——_—— ——_-— — — — — 
= = — — — —— - . — = . ——— —— — 
— —.. — — ß 
—— — — — IPr Ds — = > EW — —I= > —— - — N 


- — — 
— — 
— —— — 
— — 
— — — — — 


. —— — ens —— — 
4 4 . 
£ __ — — 
— — — — 1 
—— —ñu—k— : 
2 % 
- 
: 
» 
» ” 
* 
* 


[ 


| occaſionally happened; and in their progreſſive courſe, we 


„ ber r 11 


faction. Ar ſuch: a time as chis, when the 8 of n 


dice runs ſtrong againſt all orders of men who have been in, 
India, the evidence of Mr. 6 might. haye N | 


SS 17s 


lieved, it he had not luckily, diſcoyered a, trait of ys, 
rafter, which muſt diſcredit it, even with partiality jekt 
He produced ſeveral ſealed papers to the Committee, which, 


he aſſured them, had neyer been opened, and which, he in- 


formed them, he had not delivered to the Council, 13 
he ſhould haye incurred the general odium of the ſettlement 
by ſuch a diſcoxery. He got poſſeſſion of this paper * 
virtue of the power which the Council had given him to 
ſeize on all the Nabob's.: accounts ; ; conſequently, it was his 
duty t to have delivered i it to them. . As to incurring-the ge- 


- neral odium of the ſettlement by ſach a diſcovery, this can- 


not be the true motive of e for he had your Ms 
ng before 8 his conduct. FIG 3 
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been an object of anxious expectation; and as the reſoluti- 
ons to be formed on their report were likely to affect your 
rights at home and your affairs abroad, I have endeavoured 
to draw your attention to a ſubject, in Which Four: RINGS 
are ſo eſſentially concerned. : 

_ Hitherto, we could only conſoni's on Sams; as os 
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could only judge of their probable event. The enquiry 
hath now ended, the conſequence is known, and the whole 
ſabje&is fully before us. Let os conſider it, for it greatly 
behoves us ſo to do, with ftri& attention and calm delibe - 
ration let us diveſt | ourſelves, if poſſible, of prejudice, of 
paſſion, and partiality; let us not pin our faith upon the 
opinion of others, but form a judgment of our own; and 
let us convince the legiſlature, that we are capable both of 
underſtanding, and conducting our own affairs. | 

It hath already been made very clear, that the Secret and 
Sele& Committees have been inclined to coaleſce in their 
votes of perſonal cenſure, and the nature of their appoint- 
ments; and, notwithſtanding the ſubjects of enquiry were 
fo totally oppoſite, that it was not to be imagined their re- 
ſolutions could poſſibly tend to the ſame point, yet it is now | 
pretty plain, a fimilar end hath been purſued, although the 
means were apparently different ; and this end ſeems to be 
the remaval of Mr. Haſlings ; at leaſt he is the principal 
figure in the piece, and therefore I ſhall: take leave to con- 


der him as the chief object in what relates to Bengal. 


I do not believe that more pains were ever taken to de- 
preciate à character, than have been uſed againft Mr. 
Haſtings, from the arrival in Bengal of General Clavering, 
Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, in the year 1774, until 
the preſent month of May, 1782, when Mr. Goring again 
appeared as his accuſer, and was intruded on the Select Com- 
mittee to bring forward a charge which hath been refuted 
theſe five years. The three gentlemen above-mentioned 
declared, ** there was no ſpecies of peculation, of which the 
© Governor-General had not been guilty ;” and they ex- 
erted all the influence of power to fix ſome charge upon 
him. He hath lately been repreſented as the abettor of what 
_ been called, a- SIE and he hath been charged 
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. with having corrupted the integrity of à Judge. Theſe are 
accuſations of ſo heinous a nature, that could they have 
been juſtified, in any degree, Mr. Haſtings would not have 
been the object of envy he now is. But happily for him - 
ſelf, his conduct hath been ſo free from all corruption, 

(4 he hath been ſo clear in his great office, that his merits 
plead: for him in the ſtrongeſt manner, and he now appears 
at your tribunal with am unblemiſhed character; nor has all 


the influence of power, the rage of party, or the malice of 


his enemies, been able bo; bring _ ſhadow of a e 
| unpeach his integrity. wi e ee ebene Bloc 
The Secret Committee were 0 far from thinking his 


conduct had been influenced by intereſted views, that they 


expunged the termi which conveyed fo unjuſt an idea; and 
fo far from being cenſured for diſhonourable ae e 
the reſolutions of the Houſe, which condemn his nicaſyres, 
apply only to what they deem political errors. With ſuch 
inconteſtible proofs of an honeſt and able ſervant, as we 
bave experienced in Mr. Haſtings, let us not deprive our- 
ſelves. of the ſervices of ſuch à man, for errors of judgment, 
or max ims of policy. His great abilities, his long expe- 
rience, his reſpectable character amongſt the natives, his 
profound knowledge of their government, language, and 
policy, his tried integrity, and his acknowledged ſeryices, 
are teſts of merit, which we may ſafely appeal to, and 


by which we ought to be guided. In theſe we have a ſtan- 


dard for our judgment, which is certain, and, therefore, as 
much ſuperior to the fluctuating opinions of politieians, as 
experience is to ſpeculation. I have the higheſt reſpect for 
dhe wiſdom of many Members of the Hauſe of Commons, 
and particularly, lor that of the learned Lord, who brovght 
forward the reſolutions regarding your Government of Ben- 
gal; but they contain ſome poſitions which are as erroneous 
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as the e they condemn, and they afford an additional 
we had before, that all the knowledge which 
can be acquired by the moſt enlarged mind, in the courſe 
of a Seſſion of Parliament, is not ſufficient to eſtabliſh an 
infallible authority. On theſe reſolutions, however, the 
Houſe of Commons have come to. one, which confirms the 
truth of an obſervation made by a member of that reſpec̃t- 
able body on another occaſion, viz, — ** that our natural 
6c diſpoſition leads all our enquiries rather to perſons than 
« things; ** for the only object that I can find out in this 
vote, is to deſire the Court of Directors to petition his Ma- 
jeſty to remove Mr. Haſtings. This, I own, has a novel 
appearance, for your Court of Directors are competent to 
prefer ſuch a petition, without ſuch a recommendation, If 
it be 4 mere intimation from the Houſe of Commons of their | 
defire to your Directors, I humbly apprehend they can take 
no more notice of it than of a requeſt from the Treaſury 
Bench ; and, L truſt, they are ſufficiently informed of their 
duty, to know, that whilſt they are bound by an act of the 
whole legiſlature, they cannot be controuled by only. one 
branch of it. I do alſo conceive, chat the Houſe have de- 
ſcended from their own dignity, by ſuch a recommendation, 
If Mr, Haſtings hath deſerved the cenſure of Parliament, 
the true conſtitutional mode of proceeding againſt him is by 
a bill, If he hath not done any thing to incur ſuch a puniſh- 
ment, it ſurely was beneath the dignity of that auguſt : afſem- 


bly, to vote a reſolution which was little better than a re- 


queſt to the Court of Directors, and which they alone can- 
not enforce, if it ſhould be refuſed. If che legiſlature at 
large think proper to remove Mr. Haſtings, we muft obey 
their power; but. I hope. we have ſpirit enough not to ſub- 
wit r to threats. or tricks. 

WORE Sans i | INDEPENDENT PROPRIETOR, 


„ Vide Mr. Burke's (a: on preſenting a plan for the berter ſecurity of the 
independence of Parliament, &c. page 340, printed for Dozſley, 


Parliament will ſoon decide a queſtion, in regard to the 


| ourſelyes to remain inaQtive, — The avowed principles' of | 
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Par E ther biet which bath ſo long excited 605 
attention, is now upon the eve of determination; and 


vernment of Bepgal, with which our rights and interefts | 
are 10 intimately connected, that i it would be treachery to 


the Miniftry are favourable to the claims of our charter; 


and if (as we have every reaſon to hope) they mean to 


guide their preſent conduct by their former ſentiments, we 
may aſſure ourſelves they will not aft inconſiſtently with | 
their profeſſions, — They will not tay we lave a right to 
manage our own affairs, and yet deny us the exerciſe of 


that right ; ; they will not ſay we ought to appoint and re- 
move our own ſervants, and yet do both themſelves; in 


| ſhort, they will not invade our privileges and lalolt our 
| underſtanding. — But as we have had à recent inftance, in 


the recall of a gallant Admiral in"thelir own departtheor, 
of ikke effects of picjudice and paſſion, we ought to be 
doubl fearful of the ſame confequences in our affairs; 

and as the example is fo clearly connected with our fitua- 
tion, as to make us apprehenſive of its influence, it ought 
to warn us of our danger, and make us vigilant to avert it. 
—When we ſee that a warm imagination. is ſoon heated in- 
to intemperance by interefted tales and partial information, 
and that great talents are exerted to juſtify a miſconerĩvei 
* n er teach us to gone _n the fallaciou: 
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miſte& in their own judgment, or are likely to miſlead the 
judgment of others, it is a duty incumbent upon us to de · 


mand a hearing of the Legiſlature, and to aſſert our opi- 
nions in oppaſition to theirs, . The firſt idea which was 


ente rta ned and propagated, was, that Mr. Haſtings was 
the author of the Mahratta war; and ſor this cauſe he was 
to be removed. — This opinion the Secret Committee ſooa 
deſtroyed: by; their report z and another was taken up, that 
he ſhould be removed for. appointing the Chief Juſtice to 

the ſuperintendency of | the Dewanny Addaulet. — This 


hath been laid aſide; and his conduct with? the Vizir Stjah 


ud Dow lah, in tranſactions that happened eight years ago, 


and on which judgment hath been paſſed, was made the 


ſubject of dconſute.— In what manner, add how unworthy 


the dignity of Parliament, this attempt to remove him was 


made, Iave already hinted at, and therefore will not re- 
peat the diſgraceful circumſtance. After all theſe various 


expedients, another is going to be tried, the effect of 


which we ſhall ſoon know. ut let the event of this mea- 
ſure be What it may, it ought not to alter our conduct. 

We have one decided rule to guide us, let Parliament act as 
it pleaſes 3 and that is, to contend for the right of ap- 
Point ment and diſmiſſion of our own ſervants, or to relin- 
quiſn the truſt altogether, As an individuaþ of che focicty, 
I can have ho doubt of what I muſt; loſe; and I am clear, 


that my firſt loſs i in ſelling out will be leſs than what 1 myſt 


ſuffer, if the appointments which are talked of ſhould take 
pace. 

If there be any part of the conduct of Mr. Haſtings 
Which the Legiſlature think ſo wrong, that he ought to be 


ER removed, 
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ads and er eee in a ich areſolution, 
we muſt, as in duty bound, ſubmit, If the charge be 
gary brought, and impartially debated, as in ſuch a caſe 


lation muſt be the act of the united wiſdom of this nation; in 
which no intereſted vie vs or paſſionate prejudices can have 
a ſhare; we may hope, that if the ſame wiſdom is exerted 


in-appointments as well as diſimiſſion, the ſame care will be 


taken of your intereſts in the one as in the other. Report, 


however, gives us reaſon to entertain a different opinion; 


and as the report is currently circulated, and . cre- 
dited, we ought not to be regardleſs of it. 

It hath been aſſerted very publicly, a Mr. Haltinns 
and the whole Council are to be recalled, and the perſons 
io be appointed in their room are to be Sir George Young, 


General Smith, Mr. D. Long, and Mr. William Burke. 


If this affertion ſhould'be founded in truth, what are we 
to think of the motives of 'recalling' Mr. Haſtings? and 
what recompenſe are we likely to find for the loſs of ap- 
proved merit and tried integrity ?. I feel a repugnance to 


enter into invidibus compariſons of perſonal merit; nor 
will 1 follow che unworthy example of drawing forced infe- 
tences from aſſumed principles; but T will not heſitate to 


declare, we deſerve to loſe our rights if we tacitly ſubmit 


to am ſet of men being forced upon us without our con- 
ſent: and I do alſo declare, that unleſs J ſee the moſt 
candid conduct purſued in the removal of Mr. Haſtings, 
and the moſt diſintereſted choice in a ſucceſſor, I never wilt 


believe that either che national intereſt or your 8 is conſulted 


by ſuch a change. TH 230%] is 21 3.02; Kft 
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we doubt not it will, the warmeſt advocates of Mr. Haſ- 1 
tinge will not remonſtrate. And therefore as ſuch a reſo- : 


” > MY YEE 


So = many motives rn to fix your attention on the 
proceedings of the Houſe of Commons relative to your af- 


_ fairs, that I cannot ſuppoſe the moſt indifferent perſon hath | 


not maturely- conſidered the conſequences of the reſolution, 
which paſſed on Tueſday laſt, on the motion of the Lord 
Advocate, and ſurely no perſon can have reflected on theſe 
conſequences, without being ſeriouſly alarmed - the queſ- 
tion is now no longer whether you ſhall have the appoint- 


ment of your own ſervants, but whether one branch of the 


Legiſlature, ſball do what belongs to the whole, and whe- 


ther you ſhall interfere in the management of your own 


concerns? It is now no longer a point, that affects merely 
the character and conduct of individuals in your ſervice; it 
is become an argument: of conſtitutional power, and of 
public concern, in which though your rights are imme- 
diately ſtruck at, yet thoſe of the whole eg le are 


remotely affected. 


It was aſſerted in the Houſe of: 6 * the Pio 
prietors had nothing to do with the recal of Mr. Haſtings, 


but chat it was a duty which appertained o/ely to the Court a 
of Directors. The poſition as an abſolute one, is not 


ſtrictly true; for though the law veſts this power in the 


Directors, yet they have never exerciſed the unconditional 


Letter of it, but always ſuppoſed the ſpirit of it meant to 
include the will of their conſtituents; conformably to this 
idea of its intention, they appealed to them, on a former 


occaſion, regarding. Mr. Haſtings, on another regarding 


| Lord ede and ſo they do on every — event. 


The 
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The aſſertion therefore of the Court of ee having | 
|  nathing 10.6 do with this buſineſs, ſtanding in oppoſition to 


the remark of one of the members, is not juſtifiable in the 


unlimited ſenſe it was uſed, but, intending to convey the 
idea, that they ought not to . e it is a 1 


Be and improper dodtrine. | No- e 


- If the Houſe of Coney mean to aſſert by eee 


of Tueſday, chat the Directors ought to recal Mr, Haſtjogs, 


that they have à right to expect obediente to ſuch à vote, 
and have a power to compel it, if it be refuſed 3 IL humbly 
apprehend- that ſuch an argument cannot be ſupported on 


eonſtitutional principles; for if this be granted, they may 
paſs a vote to-morrow that we ought to divide only four per 
cent on our ſtock, which the Legiſlature limits at eight, 
and by the ſame parity of reaſonirig, they may go on to 
vote, that we ought to have no excluſive privileges at all. 
I therefore repeat, chat if the vote has this meaning, it is 


unconſtitutional, and not only the Proprietors, but every 


| ; good ſubject ought to reſiſt it, for the 1ncreaſe of privilege 
is as dangerous as the increaſt of prerogative, and a juſt 


exerciſe of the three eftates is, the true OI bal- 


lance of the Engliſh Government. | 
If the Houſe of Commons mean to a tis hone cs. 


duct of the Governor General hath been ſo improper that 


be ought to be removed, they ſhould have ſtated the charge, | 


and procceded-in a regular, conſtitutional manner by bill 
but if they only mean to convey their ſenſe of what is the 
duty of the Directors, I muft agree with an honourable 


member of their own, that they have brought themſelves 
into a ſituation, from which they cannot get out with cre- 
dit, for J hope we have ſpirit enough, not to be diftated tio 
on a matter, in which we have the ſole right of judging, a 
" w 9 maſter of a family in England enjoys, | 


; | | IT a right 
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ſuffer to be invaded, we deſerve to loſe. © The right of Par- 


lament, even do the territorial revenue is doubtful, but it 
is the only one in which the three eſtates have any pretence 


to interfere Shall we then ſubmit to the mandate of only 


one of theſe eſtates, and that too on a point in which they | 


have clearly no power? Much, as hath been ſaid of the 
omnipotenc2 of Parliament, Ido not believe that the warm- 


eſt advocates for the republican part of our conſtitution 


will venture to aſſert, that the Houſe of Commons alone 


have a power to vote any reſolution which may affect the 


right of the ſubject— Shall their votes controul my houſe- 


hold? Shall they diſmiſs my ſervants, becauſe they diſa lag- | 


prove my conduct? Shall I, as an individual, reſiſt ſuch a 


vote, and will you in your corporate capacity tamely ſub- 
mit to it? Shall every drunken porter in Weſtminſter make 
the walls of St. Stephen ring with his cries for right, till 


the licentious ſound is hailed the voice of God ? And will 
ſo reſpectable a body as the Eaſt-India Company remain 


quiet” ſpectators of an invaſion of thoſe privileges which 
it is the boaſt of an Engliſhman to preſerve from the at- 


tack of either King, Lords, and Commons, whilſt we 
have the excluſive right of trading to the Eaſt-Indies, and 

of ordering and managing the governments in that country? 
Let us exert that right, and ſuffer no interference. If the 
Legiſlature think proper to take away that right, let them 
do it, and take the reſponſibility and the riſk along with 


it, but let us not have our ſervants garbled, and be made 
cyphers ourſelves, to gratify the . che rr 


or the noſes of any ſet of men. 


ENF eee an „ ̃ ener PROPRIETOR, : 
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_ give you offence; — and as you are generally acknowledged 
to be a man f eee Lene A eee 
Aliſpleaſe you. 2222 | 


ro 


_ Committee, to attend to it. Vou beſt know, what mo- 
| tions would have heen brought forward againſt Sir George 
- Rodney if this glorious news had not arrived ſo oppor- 
tunely.—I think, wich Commodore Johnſtone, that the 
brave Admiral's former ſervices ſhould have ſkreened him 
againſt ſuch an attack, and againſt an abrupt recall, or rather 


ble public, that a recall, however qualified, is not a diſgrace 


I ss a witneſs on — — of the ory un- 
fortunate dilemma to which his Majeſty's miniſters were 
reduced, When Mr. Secretary Fox propoſed a vote of 
thanks to that gallant veteran, Sir George Rodney —It was 


but a few days before, Sir, I faw,you-ſo remarkably active 


in bringing forward the St. Euſtatia huſimeſs, that you even 


quitted your fayourite employment in the Eaſt-Iadia Select 


removal from his command 3 for, Sir, not all the ingena- 
ity of your friend, Mr. Fox, will be able to perſuade a ſenſi- 


in 


» hd 
2 
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in time of war—as ſuch, it was moſt aſſuredly, as You well 
know, intended.—I wiſſ this, Sir, may induce. your and 


the reſt of his Majeſſy's miniſters, 40 he a little more cautions 
how you remove men in high and important commands 
from their ſtations. How the attempt, which was made on 
Thurſday laſt, to remove Mr. Haſtings, Sir Eyre Coote, 
and many others from their ſtations in India happened to 
fail, you perhaps can by this time account fon. Be aſſu- 
red, Sir, che Eaſt- India Company will not willingly. part 
with the ſervices of ſuch men at this moſt, critical time, 
even though it ſhould be intended to ſupply their places 
with Sir George Yonge, General Richard Smith, Mr. 
Dudley Long, and your relation, Mr. William Burke, be 
Agent to the Raja of Tanjore. In various reſolutions af 
the Secret Committee the conduct of Mr. Haſtings has 
been mentioned in the warmeſt terms of approbation. 
The epithets, ſeaſonable, wiſe, juſt, prudent, ſpirited, and 


proper, have been applied to various acts of the Supreme 
Cauneil, which. were propoſed and carried by the caſtig 


voice of the Governor-General ; and when the late reſply- 
tions were voted, upon which it was meant to effect his 
removal, had the Court of Directors obeyed the mandate, 
the only word which implied a doubt of Mr. en 


Beaeun was et to be expunged. 


10 Ys ASIATICNS, 


LETTER" II. 


1 Tux very — bis part which you hae. tak againſt 
Mr. HFaſtings, ſince the commencement. of the preſent 
ſeſſion, and the ardour with which you ſtill purſue the 
* of his condud, ingyces me to offer a few more 


15 6 obſerva- 
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obſervations to your conſideration. Aan, Sig sea 


any intereſted views, except for his conſtituents, who were 


C 


fincere belief that you are a man of honour and integrity; 
and that in the proſecution of this important object, you 


are biaſſed by no private views whatever. You have moſt 


vunaccountably miſtaken the real character of Mr. Haſtings, 
and yu deem it a point of duty, to procure his diſmiſſion 
from the government of Bengal. It has been proved, that 
the Mahratta war did not originate in Bengal. Mr. Haſ- 
tings has been,” it is true, cenſured for his conduct in the 
Rohilla war; but in commencing it, he was not biaſſed by 


relieved by it, from chat ſtate of bankruptey, to which the 


politics of your friend, General Smith, had reduced them 


but a few years before. During the courſe of the war in 
the Carnatic, and the 'negociations- with the Nizam, the 
conduct of Mr. Haſtings is ſaid to have been wiſe, ſeaſo- 


6 nable, juſt, prudent, and ſpirited; taking, therefore, the 


hole of the ſubject into conſideration, and ſeriouſly re- 


flecting upon the conſequences of removing ſuch men as 


Mr. Haſtings and Sir Eyre Coote, the Court of Directors 


certainly acted in conformity to the duty which they owe 


their conſtituents, when they refuſed to carry into effect 
that reſolution, which you ſo ſtrenuouſiy, andi] dare ſay, 
conſcientiouſly ſupported, Ion, Sir, I tread upon tender 


ground, when 1 preſume to hazard opinions upon parlia- 


1 


mentary queſtions. I wiſh not to give offence, and per- 
haps one branch of the Legiſlature may be competent to 


5 dictate to the Eaſt-India Company. If indeed your aſſer- 


tion was admitted, that the Directors wiſh to remove Mr. 
"Haſtings, all difficulties would ceaſe; but I have every 
Treaſon to believe, that a very great majority, both of the 
Directors and the Proprietors, would deem Mr. Haſtings's 
recall at the preſent 3 to be the moſt unfortunate 


event 


m a 


LETTER IN, "4 
exdatithat could befall them; and they have great confi- 


dience in Mr. Fox's declaration, a eee 


exerciſe of their chartered rights. 

Should the Governor-General be r bom FED pre- 
ſent attack, by the firmneſs of his conſtituents, who have 
repeatedly and honourably ſupported him againſt the whole 
force of government: you are, I am told, going to bring 
forward a charge, which. muſt, as you think, moſt effec- 
tually-cruſh him; I mean the buſineſs of Benares, which 


you repreſent to be ſtill more diſhonourable than Sir 
George Rodney's at St. Euſtatia. Vour ſentiments upon 


Mr. Haſtings's conduct at Benares, you have explicitly 


declared in allplaces. The demand of money, which the 
Governor-General made upon the Raja, for the public ſer- 
vice, although it had the previous concurrence of every 


member of the Supreme Council, and was afterwards ap- 
proved of by the Court of Directors, with the knowledge, 
as I preſume, of his Majeſty's late Miniſters, you terms 


upon all occaſions, a ſhameful robbery. The requiſition 
for cavalry, propoſed by Sir Eyre Coote, and affented to 


by the Council General, at a time of real danger, you 


aſſert to be a groſs violation of a ſolemn treaty ; with what 
degree of juſtice, I wo take leave to explain in my next 


letter. 
ASIATICUS: 
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1 N my laſt. letter I preſumed to point out to the Public 
the intemperate and unjuftifiable heat with which your had 
invariably mentioned the unhappy affair at Benares.. His 
Majeſty's leſs. prejudiced ſervants may perhaps entertain a 
very different opinion of it, when all the circumſtances are 
fairly and candidly related to them. I know Mr. Haf- 
tings intimately, and I have ſcen a great deal of Mr, Burke 
in the laſt fix months; nor will I allow, Sir, that your at- 
| tention; to thoſe amiable qualities, juſtice and Aang can 
exceed the Governor - Generabs. 

By the treaty of Fyzabad in May 197 85 che provinces 
of Benares and Gazypore were ceded to the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, by the preſent Vizier, Aſſoph ul Dowlah ; they, were 
at that time under the government of Cheyt Sing, a haſ- 
tard fon of the late Raja, Bulwant Sing, who had himſelf 
been confirmed and kept in the poſſeſſion of theſe zemin- 
daries by our influence. It was agreed that Cheyt Sing 
mould hold them as a vaſſal of the Eaſt-India Company, 
preciſely in the ſame manner as he had held them from his 
late ſovereign the Vizier, to whom he had paid twenty= 
four lacks of rupees annually, and extra ſums, in lieu of his 
quota of troops in time of war, agrecable to the conſtitu- 
tion of the Empire. In my poor opinion, Sir, the queſtion 
is ſimply this: Did we enter into an engagement with 
Cheyt Sing not to demand more than twenty-four lacks 
annually. from him, let our exigencies be ever ſo great? 
If'we did * where was the injuſtice in our government, 
5 of 
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of demanding from Cheyt Sing leſd than à moiety of the 
fums he had paid to Sujah Dowlak ? That ſuch requiſi- 


tions were made by the ſuperior power in Bengal, appears 
from an authority which, I am fare, you will not diſpute. 
Your friend, Mr. Francis, has informed us, that Alliverdy 
Cawn, during the Mahratta invaſion, applied to the Raja 
of Puraea for money on account of the extra expence of 
the war, who immediately gave him an order upon his 
banker for twelve lacks of rupees, The Raja ſtood pre- 
ciſely in the ſame ſituation with reſpect to Alliverdy Cawn, 
as Oheyt Sing did to our PIT the demand was | 


made upon him. 


Our army continued upon a peace eftabiiſhmemt from 


May 1175 to July 1798; the Raja, of courſe, paid bia 


annual tribute; and no more. When we Toceived advice 


of a rupture with France, it was thought neceſſary to raiſe 
ſeveral new corps, in all twelve battalions; and Cheyt 


Sing was very equitably called upon by the unanimous 


voice 'of the Supreme Council to contribute his proportion 
towards this additional expence. The annual ſum was 
fixed at five lacks of rupees. Mr. Haſtings was directed 


to write to the Raja, and to aſſure him he ſhould not be 


fabje&ed to this extra payment after the concluſion of the 
wur. Cheyt Sing reluctantly complied with the requifition. 
The tranfaction was related to the Court of Directors, Wo 


warmly approved of it. The ſeeond year, when there was a 


great probability of a change in adminiſtration in Bengal, 
Cheyt Sing poſitively refuſed to pay the money; but Sir 


8 Eyre Coote joining heartily with the Governor-General 


in ſupport of the Company's authority, two battalions of 
ſeapoys were marched to his capital, and he then com- 
plied. The third year he again refuſed, and he aceom- 
Prue: the refuſal by a declaration of his utter Rory: te 
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pay chis ſum any longer. Whatever impreſſion the plea of 

: _ Inability may make in England, every man who has ſerved 
in Bengal muſt know the falſity of it. By the moſt mo- 

: derate accounts, Cheyt Sing became poſſeſſed of two mil- | 


- 


lions ſterling in ſpecie upon the death of his father, The 


annual revenues of Benares, &c. are 75 lacks of rupees z 
and the Raja paid us 24 lacks annually the firſt three years, 
Aud 0 lacks from 1978-10 178 1. If, therefore, the de- 
mand is founded upon juſtice and precedent, the plea of 
inability will at once appear falſe and evaſive, The Raja 
bad ſubmitted to demands infinitely more oppreſfive when 
he was a vaſſal to Sujah Dowlah. Captain Harper has told 
vour Select Committee laſt year, that the Zemindar of 


Bernares furniſhed affiſtance to the Vizier in time of war, 
as a matter of courſe, In ſhort, I never heard the juſtice 


a or the propriety of the demand called in queſtion by any 
man, at all converſant in the conſtitution of the Mogul 


empire: yet you, Sir, are pleaſed at all times, and in all 
places, to term it a ſhameful robbery. I believe you are 


candid enough to allow, that Mr. Haſtings or his friends 


have not profited: by it. Sir, I applaud the goodneſs. of 


© your heart, but © you have paſſions that outſtrip the 


« wind,” I hope, however, that the good ſenſe and mo- 


deration of the. Engliſh nation, already rouſed by the vie- 
| lent perſecution of Sir George Rodney, (whoſe crime, I 
think, was robbery. tao in your idea) will prevent the Bri- 
Tiſh intereſts in India from falling a ſacrifice to them, 
Every reaſonable man, connected with the Company, is, 
I aſſute you, Sir, alarmed at your violence. To overſet, 
in one moment, all our eſtabliſhments in the Eaſt; to re- 
call men who have retrieved our affairs, when reduced to 


the laſt diftreſs, and when they were deemed deſperate both 


at home and abroad; appears, at * firſt view of it, to be 


abſolute 


\ 


8 EI „ 4. 


abſolute madneſs. Vet ſuch would have been the conſe- 
quences, if the motion which you ſo warmly ſupported on 


the 16th had been, cordially received at the India-Houſe, 


It ran as follws : That 1 it is che duty of the Court of Di- 


rectors to remove thoſe men, in whateuer degree employed, 


&c. “ including Mr. Haſtings, Sir Eyre Coote, Mr. Whee- 


ler, and almoſt UF civil and ONT 4 ſervant of rank in 


Indians. . 

Jo my next letter I ſhall take leave to relate the 6 
conſequences of Cheyt Sing's — and unconſtitu- 
tional- ine. 45 
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Council, are as yet but imperfectly related, I ſhall forbeat 
any farther comments upon them for the preſent, except to 
obſerve that the letter which Cheyt Sing wrote to Mr. 
Haſtings, was not a ſubmiſſive one, and that if it is com- 
pared with the former letters of that Rajah, or of Bulwaut 
Sing to former Governors, it will be found that Mr, 


Haſtings i is juſtified in ſaying that it was offenſive both in 


ſtyle and ſubſtance.— The ſeverity which Mr. Haſtings 


exerciſed to the Rajah, a Zemindar dependent upon our go- . 


As the unfortunate events which followed the refuſal of 
| Cheyt Sing to comply with the demands of the Supreme 


- 


vernment, was not greater than that which the Supreme 


Council authoriſed Mr. Goring to exerciſe in 177 5, toa 
perſon, of infinitely ſuperior rank — I mean. the Begum, the 


widow of Meer vs: and the N of the Nabob of 


| 3 


H 3 Mr. | : 
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Mr. Thomas Pitt has wiſely ſaid, that ſpeculative opi- 
nions would ruin England.—-If we carry your ſpeculative 
opinions into practice, I am ſure we have no claim to do- 


- minion in Aſia; all our poſſeſſions there are uſurpations 


undoubtedly; we gained India by the ſword, and by the 


' ſword we muſt preſerve it to this country; Not, Sir, that 


Tam lefs inclined than yourſelf to Juſtice, moderation, and 
good faith, —but we muſt ſometimes ſubmit to political ex- 
pediency, —The'gentlemeh of the Houſe of Commons, who 
ately voted againſt Mr. Haftings, bave borne ample teſtimony 
to his integrity and ſplendid talents, — yet, Inſtead of laying 
down a preciſe lint for his conduct in future, they come 
to a reſolution, that it is the duty of the Court of Direc- 
tors to remove him, in order to deprive his conſtituents of 
the benefit of his talents hereafter. The unanſwerable ar- 
guments of Commodore Johnſtone had no weight with 
them, unleſs it were to draw from you that violent and 
'unjuſtifiable declaration, that the Court of Proprietors had 
no voice in the removal of Mr, Haſtiggs from the So- 
vernment of Bengal. I am a Proprietor, Sir, and no in- 
conſiderable part of the {mall fortune 1 acquired abroad, is 
veſted in Eaft-India Stock. This declaration of your's, 
would, I confeſs, give me great alarm, were I not well aſ- 
ſured that our preſent Directors will not attempt to move, in 


1 4 * * ' | 7 4 
- a matter of this importance, without conſulting their con- 


| Kituents,---You have obſerved, Sir, that until Directors, 
Proprietors, and in ſhort the whole nation ſhall get the 
better of avarice, we cannot hope for amendment, I con- 
feſs this was an excellent ſally, and the language is admirable 
from a man who has juſt jumped into the receipt of 4000l. a 
year, beſides douceurs for the various branches of his fa- 
wily. But if we, who depend upon the-receipt of our di- 
vidends for a ſubliftence, are to be deprived of it, in order to 
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carry your ſpeculative opinions into practice, what is to a: | 
come of us? I was, I confeſs, very well pleaſed with one 


declaration of your's, that no man who had been ſuſpe&ed 


of peculation abroad, or convicted of bribery at h:me, ſhould 
fill a ſtation of importance in India; I am now therefore 


perfectly convinced, that ſome to who have 


publicly talked of for the government of Bengal, or as 1 


bers of that adminiſtration, may give up all hopes of fue 
ceſs—fince they certainly come within that deſcription of 
men, whom you have ſo juſtly pronounced to be improper 
N to fill ſuch honourable and a ſtations. 
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| | II cannot but be matter of ſurprize to' every Shaw 
=o, . obſegyer of public affairs, that the labours of two moſt re- 
bw  Jpeftable Committees of the Houſe of Commons, exerted 
-. throu_h many months with unabated ardour, ſhould appear 
2D, at laſt to have hardly any other object, than the removal of 
5 a Governor, or Governors, from ſome of the Eaſt-India 
Company's ſettlements, — The aſtoniſhment muſt be greatly 


IE  _ increaſed, when it is remarked, that ſo much energy and 
„ © powerful engines, | have not yet proved equal to the 

3 2 attempt. The taſk of affixing the ſtigma of culpability on 
a424ãl2ꝛ᷑3uan unblemiſhed character becomes every day more diffi- 


cult. Brillianey of imagination, and fertility of argument, 
Wo} Fe have ruſhed like a torrent through the Houſe : ſhift, ſub- 
| _ ©”. terfuge, miſrepreſentation, and quibble, have almoſt car- 
ried our underſtandings by figrm without doors; and yet 
the grand affair is ſtill incomplete. — The delay of a week, 
of a day, of an hour, is felt gn both ſides but with very 
5 different ſenſations. The friends of the Governor-General 
DT 5 are convinced that the integrity, the wiſdom, the humanity 
En 7 08 that great man will, and Fx” ſooner or later, be uni- 
3D __..,_.verfally acknowledged, — and” they flatter themſelves, that 
. every day gains them a new proſelyte ; hence their wiſh to 
pProcraſtinate. Internal conviction is no leſs powerful on 

the oppoſite party, and actuates on their fears in a more 
than equab proportion. As the eyes of people gradually open, 
11 | the private or partial, or unworthy views of certain inte- 
. reſted men may at length glare out in their true colours 
= e hs * complying ſpirits may in time grow tired of 
bowing 
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with to the gauze of patriotiſm, whenever it fails to 
 _ conceal the deformity of perſonal ambition. be their 


70 


5 amo indecent urgency of diſpatch. * 0h | 
I) be two Committees, which for a long YO thought | 
| hoſtile to each other, have now joinet iffue; and ſeemed 


determined to keep up the ball of cenſure, by a perperual 
repercuffion of attack. The Select Committee, in examin- 
ing the proceedings of the Court of Judicature in Bengal, 


diſcovers Mr. Haſtings, to have tampered with the indepen- 
dence and integrity of a Judge. Scarce has the accuſation 


gone forth; when the neceſſity and policy of the meafure j in 


| queſtion 1 is ſo accurately diſplayed, as to convert it to a moſt 


laudable effort for the public tranquillity.” The learned 
Ckairman from the Secret Committee brings up forty- four 


reſolütions, ſome of fact, and many otherwiſe; but with 
no other oſtenſible object than that of criminativg Mr. 
Haſtings" in his political department. "Before he can get | 
them through the Houſe, their purport is canvaſſed without 


doors, and the principle of moſt of them refuted, from the 


very text whence they were drawn, The Select Committee 
then endeavour to mould into ſome ſhape an ill-digeſted | 
* maſs of old and long-refuted charges, fiſhed up afrefh from 


one Mr. Goring. This ſtubborn embryo has not yet ac- 


quired: the form or conſiſtency of a Report; but whenever 


it ſhaft appear, it will certainly undergo ſome diſcuſſions, 
not quite palatable to its parents and god-ſathers. In the 
mean time, the game is held out by an artificial diſpoſition 


of the imperfett fragments of a mutilated ſtory from Be- 


nares. This arrived too late to conſtitutè a component ſec- 


7 tion of the fixth Report from the Sectet Committee; but 
too opportunely, not to become 2 moſt valuable F iader, or 
_ after-piece, | The grand battery of forty-four reſolutions - 


bee mary opened, but the laſt piece was now to be neu 
; ; charged, 
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charged, and levelled, likk that of a rifle man, point blank 


at the enemy's General: great part of its force lay in its | 
 precipitancy. On Monday, a new report and motion re- 
ſpecting the Benares buſineſs ig Promiſed in the Houſe of 
Commons for dhe next Tueſday; — the Publiſher takes up 
the whole of Monday. night to print it; - on Tueſday, out 
it comes, as a freſh Report, (being nothing but an abridged 
and, avowedly imperfe& ſtatement of the behaviour of Ra- 
jah Cheyt Sing, Zemindar of Benares, in a ſhort letter 
from Mr. Haſtings, and another ſhort letter from the Council- 
Geperal, of Bengal) and this phantom of intelligence (as if 
it were a full proof of delinquency) is followed up with a 
direct propoſal for the recall of Governor-General Haſtings, 
by. a modification of the forty- fourth reſolution. Thus is 
the Benares buſineſs, which: every builder, who. knew any 
ching of Aſiatic architecture, would reject as a worthleſs 
pebble, become the corner · ſtone in the edifice of accuſation. 
Ia plain terms, of all the various charges which have been 
| exhibited againſt Mr, Haſtings, his diſpute with Cheyt 
Sing muſt ſeem to every man, - acquainted with the princi- 
ples. and politics of Indian-governments, by much the moſt 
© frivolous... All: the pains which haye been taken by-a great 
Patriot both in public and in private, to brand it with the 
ſtigma of a robbery, have been thrown away, — no leſs than 


another great Patriot's / ridiculous. renunciation of his ſhare 


in the Company's dividend, Not a man who. heard this 
imperious and diſappointed baſhaw i in his oſtentatious pre- 
- tences to ſelf-denial, and pecuniary ſelfadenial, but laughed 
at him: none who knew any thing of his practices in India, 
or who have obſerved his egregious vanity and profuſion, 
ſince bis laſt return, (and which of us has not obſerved it ?) 
but were diſguſted at the Hauſeaus improbability. The ſpot. 
8 the eg) WO, was therefore very wiſely ſhifted, The 
ſtation | 


># 
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tation of tabbery,? beſides being anitensVie, belonged to 
© the other Committee; and appearances were much 9 
preſerved, by breaking ground on the ſubje& of Cheyr 
Sing's letter, by Mr, Haſtings termed * diſreſpe&ful and 


walten by the learned Lord an acknowledgment 


of flavery,! Mr. Haſtings has been upwards of thirty years 


in Tadia ; he Bas on many important occaſions acted as 


Perſian interpteter, while reſident at the Durbar, under 
chat great and good man, Governor Henry Vagſittart: he is 


an equal proficient, and an experienced maſter in the dia- 


lefts of poetical compoſition, and of political negoclation in 
India. Shall he go to ſchool to the Lord Advocate t6 be 
taught the ſtyle and implication of a Perſian letter? Does 


the learned Lord underſtand an iota of its phraſcolo gy, or 


even of its character? Or does he pretend to the ſame in- 
tuitive knowledge and literary ſecond-ſight as hath enabled 


another grefit genius to diſcern at a glance, and to decide 


| ex .cathedra, * whether a tranſlated letter were originally 


written in Engliſh or in Perſian? Such gigantic ſcholars 
carry before them the whole Encyclopedia of learning as 
eaſily as they carry the Houſe of Commons]! After all, it 


is more than probable, that if all the perſons now in Sa 


don, who have ever been in Tadia, and who are converſant 
in the politics of that country, were called to the bar of 
that Houſe, they would teſtify their cleareſt ſenſe of the 
improper ſtyle and diſreſpectful inſinuations applied in Cheyt 


' Sing's letter; at leMWit would be worth while to examine 


them. The acknowledgment of fladery implies about as 


much as if I ſhould ſubſcribe myſelf, © your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant,” to the Lord Advocate. 
Granting, however, for a moment, that the learned Lord's 


| poſition with reſpect to the ſty le of Cheyt Sing's letter, be 
OR he hath introduced a circutnſtanee (if Mr. 


Woodfall 
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: 
| . Woodfall has done juſtice to his ſpecch of Tueſday) which, 
© when rightly ſtated, would. totally change the nature of the 
_ queſtion. This letter,” (ſays the noble Lord) e ſtated 
the payment of a tribute which the Governor had no 
00 right to demand, the impaling of ſeyeral perſons; and 
40 concluded with an acknowledgment. of flavery ; z vet this 
« letter was termed inſolent by the Governor, and accounted 
« a cauſe for war,” Under an idea that the Morving Chro- 
- nicle muſt have imperfeRtly ſtated the learned Lord's ſpeech, 
I cannot hefitate to pronounce poſitively, that no ſuch cauſe 

for war Was ever accounted to exiſt, The letter was termed 
diſreſpeAful, and o it undoubtedly i is, — and more diſre- 
ſpect ful, from the taunting, ironical acknowledgment of 
Mlayery, It is alſo extremely prevaricating and unſatisfac- 
tory, (which ſurely the learned Lord will not deny) and 
was therefore deemed by the Governor a cauſe for putting 
the Rajah under an arreſt. The ſubſequent maſſacre of two 
companies of ſeapoys, and three European officers, by the 


contrivance and orders of Cheyt Sing, was deemed by the 


© "Governor, and muſt be deemed by all the world, a very. 
ſufficient cau'e for war; if the learned Lord ſhall chooſe to 


ſtileby the denomingrion of war, a ſpecies of hoſtilities which 


began in treaſon, and ended in rebellion. | Cheyt Sing was 
nor an independent Pripce ; he owed the fealty of military 
ſervice, or pecuniary commuration, to his paramount, the 
Company, or the Company's repreſentative. His refiſ- 


| tance was rebellion, his downfal a juqicial puniſhment, not 


a hoſtile overthrow, It appears in evidence from Captain 
Harper, that he was forced, under the exigencies of ſtate, 


do furniſh troops to his late ſovereign, Swah ud Dowla. 
Immediate loſs of fortune and life would then have followed 


the preſumption of a refuſal ; and the conftitution of the 


Mogul Empire would have juſtified the. execution, The 


Company 


69. * 3 


| Company is now. in J 


'; general lenity is an aggravation to the Razah's ĩnſo - 
3 Should e be reſtored to power, it will be an 
encouragement, a commiſſion to every native of Hindoſtan 
to revolt from our dominion, and à pledge for his ſecurity 
under a defeat; on this plea the whole affair turns. Had 
Cheyt Sing obeyed his arreſt quietly, or rather had he given 
orders for the payment of what the Governor-General. (by 


the feudal tenure of, Cheyt Sing's Zemindary; and under 


ſanction of the Company's aſſent) had a ſtrict and clear ; 


right to demand; had he conformed. with ſincerity to the! 


neceſſary regulations propoſed. for his conduct, the matter 
would have been fully ſettled, in three days, to the ſatisfac- 


von of all parties. What conſtruction ſhall we now put on 
Cheyt Sing's inexhauſtible pleas. of inability, when we 
find, (as advices received two days ago ſpeci y) that 120 


lacks from his treaſures bave been already W to Cu- 


cutta? | 
But it is. now time to cloſe my letter; 2 n 


without congratulating our ſelf- inſpired ſcholars on their 
knowledge of Perſian, as well as on ſome more of their tri- 


umphs. But 1 muſt beg leave to obſerve, that it will re- 
guire an additional degree of dexterity, to convince an in- 
dependent Court of Proprietors of the neceffity of Mr: 


Haſtings recall. The gentlemen know that I, as a mere 


private gentleman, ſhoutd laugh at 'them, if they 'were to 
pretend, by a vote of the Houſe of Commons, to urge the 
expediency of merely removing my footman from one gar- 
ret to the next : much more, that the moſt powerful, and 


moſt extenſive corporate body in this kingdom, may, and 
can, and ought to ſet at defiance every attempt of this 


ſingle branch of the Legiſlature, to domineer over their re- 


ſolutions, or to. interfere in the internal management of 


1  _ their 
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"THOUGHTS. 5 


REYT SING's. preparations fer revolt kram the government d 
Bengal, will be found to have anticipated the time of 

1 1 General's departure from Calcutta. Aeknowledgmemse 
of ſlavery in his mouth; but treaſon and rebellion in his heart. His 

expreſſions were never ſa ſervile and ſubmiſſive, as after his arxeſt, 
at che very moment when two companies of Seapoys, with three - 
European officers, were going! to be nn _—_— * 1 and 3 

by his Rs orders. 128 | | 


is 3s 


What ales had CheyrSivg WEEN We of OY III right, 
to demand aJ{ditional tribute or auxiliary troops on the event of a 
war? Read his letters — Do they indicate a doubt of the legality, or 
propriety, or even moderation of the demand? No, they teem \ 
pleas of inability only ſuch as the cuſtom of all the fœdal tenants, | ' 

2 or tributary Zemindars, throughout Hmdoſtan, readers. fully war- 
4 _ "rantable. But he well knew the obligation, and hoped, perhapz, 

p | by his perperual excuſes, to tire out the patience. of his maſters, qr 
be do extort from their compaſſion ſome abatement of the. aſſeſſment. 
h The conftant example of Shuja ud Dowlah's valid and enforced 

claims on his father, and the eſtabliſhed practice of all India, could 

n not leave a ſhadow of doubt, on his mind brd the * d 4 | 
ut enen, of the Counail-GeneraFs ers. * A 


The Houſe of Ce cames to reſalutions. for the 3 of. | | 
ky -rolitical forbearance in India, and for eſtabliſhing the character of - . ; * 
' Britiſh moderation, good faith, &c, on a renunciation of all con- | . 
R, queſts, at the very moment that the members and the public axe 
; - warmly congratulating each other on the mow ſucceſs F oe 
(4 arms over Hyder Ally and the Mahrattas. 4 


* 


What will the natives of India think af Bau moderation, 
' when they ſee us thruſting out every European nation by turns from 
; the Aſiatic: continent. They have been. accuſtomed, indeed, to 
ſee us quarrel with the French, and have been frequent witneſſes to 
our ſuperiority — but how will they digeſt our treatment of the 
Dutch, who have proceeded on the uniform ſyſtem of neutrality for 
more than 150 years, and have conſtantly. afforded an aſy lum for ali 
rties, natives or Europeans, in all the ſtruggles and revolutions 
bt _ which have happened fince that period? All India can bear ſtrong 
5 teſtimony to the peaceable behaviour and unſuſpecting tranquillity f 
the Dutch in that quarter; yet we ſeize their towns, plunder their 
property, and impriſon their perſons, without ſo much as a declara - 
ration of war — Such vigorous meaſures will probably inſure the 
7 ſubmiſſion of our Indian ſfubjects, but will hardly inſpire them with 
1 a loſty opinion of our moderation. Aſia has been ever ruled by the 
wn ſword, and is now too far I in N al nw any other prin« 
eker df am aaa | 
\ | | |  Rodacy's 
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TOMS 


; » tecall was conſtitutional; it originated with the miniſ⸗ 
og in x 4% lodged the executive power, Their t was never 
queſtioned, but the expediency. of the meaſure has been much diſ- 
ted. ny hex fey —— — "X 


e part of the Houſe of /Commons,+—The Court of Directors hol 
the fame relation to. Mr. Haſtings, with that of adminiſtration to 


Lord Rodney —nay more, = preciſe mode for temoving the Gover- 
nor- Gtneral is expreſvly provided by law, and the power veſted in 
he Court of Directors by act of Parliament; where then is there” 
room for the Iuterferenoe of the Houſe of Commons? The n 1 | 


5 at leaſt as accurately drawn in the one caſe as in the other bo 


ee Haſtings's friends, and his enemies are many 5 


15 ey in admitting his finglac integrity, and all ac- 


8 the difficulty of finding an adequate ſubſtitute for him in 


the government of 8 Not one of them but is free to declare 


[the inſufficiency of each of thoſe gentlemen, whoſe. names are 


_ "Whiſpered as candidates for the-ſucceflion, Nothing is fo eaſy as to 


poĩut out what men are uf for the office and why. The doctrine 


of the day is, that che Court of Directors is competent to Yemove 


Mr. Haſtings without any communication with the Court of Pro- 
prietors. The formal letter of the law, indeed, docs thus word the 
Poſition but yet does not warrunt the concluſion : For by the fame 
law, a general controuling power over the Court of Directors, is 
lodged in that of the Proprietors; and the reaſon of the thing makes 
is 8 if law be the perfection of reaſon, as I have heard. For the 
"Court of Directors is, in fact, nothing but a committee of Pro- 
prietors, a quorum for the diſpatch of buſineſs. They are the fiſt 
delegated ſervants of the- Company, and as ſuch, are accountable to 


the whole body for their conduct. Do not the Proprietors frequently 


exetr the right of reſcinding the — of the n and, 
do they not after all poſſeſs that right. NEL 8 8 


ue mikifity now contend trat to "RY tniong the (political 0 


ſiures of the Company z they claim all the power, and all the veſponſi- 
bility. The Chairman of the Court of Directors on Tueſday the 
55 42800 of May laſt, ſtanding up in his plate in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, acknowledged the juſtice of the claim; and renounced as the 


head official ſervant of the Company all political reſponſibility what- 
 Toever. | hy pada eee $ inllepentence} 


Wo books, no theory, blen ſpeculation will ever fes a man for 
the office of Governor General of Bengal ; he muſt have abilities 


political and commercial; knowledge, local and experimental, acquired 
by long refidence on the ſpot 3 he muſt not be inflexibly wedded to 


one undeviatitg mode of action, nor bigotted to any particular ſyſtem 


6 "of legiſlation: ' He ſhould have judgment to diſcern where to tem- 
Potize, arid reſolution to dare the invidious conſequences of a great 


action. Tn ſhort; he theyld:know:how to relax in every thing but 


; 8 The duty is of fo mixed a nature, and W a 


\ 


* 
* 
„ 


FVV 
any e e it is fo dif- 
' Ecult to hold the balatice in ſuch u munter between them, as that 
what is ſeryiceable to the one may not iu jure the other, that it is rather 
more extraordinary à wan ſhöuld ever have been found to hold the 
vfſlice with ſucceſs during feven years, and more eritical than the laſt, 
than that the difficulty of moving him ſhould now be the-cauſe f 
_ thouſand intrigues and machinstions within and without doors. 
Were not the experimetit too ſeriouſly dangerous for the Company | 
uud the nation, I ſhould be happy to'ſee one of theſe Governors ·-hbůy- 
' Intuition” put preciſely into Mr. Haſtings place for a few yeats. 1 


many different relations wi 


MES © would oily requeſt to in ſert one article in the treaty ; that Mr. Ha- 

88255 - tings ſhould previouſly ſtipu late, that he will not refuſe after three or 
Dany 5 four years, to ceturn once more and be the ſalvation of India. 
Il, ac- c CT 71 497»; 5 a 
rim in Eyety man preſumes to demand the geverument, particularly if 
eclare he has ever been in India; if he have but birth, or impudenee, or 
es are ' . @ ſhattered fortune, he thinks himſelf entitled and well qualified for 
us to ' the poſt; the Courts of Directors and Proprietors may, if they ctivoſe = 
rigs | it, place the alternative of the Company's proſperity and perdition 
emove in ſuck hands. But they would not employ a ſhbemuker who had net 
Pro- ſerved a e apprenticeſhip. The time may come, when In- 
rd the dian affairs ſhall be ſo methodically and ſyſtematically arranged (prin- 
ſame cipally by Mr. Haſtings's long and ſucceſsful-labours) that any man 
ors, ig . of common underſtanding and common honeſty may manage them: - 
makes at preſent nothing leſs than uncommon talents and uncommon integri- 12 
For the 1 will do the buſineſs. India is not yet ripe for your 8nd 
Pro- F. . We muſt now have à man who can reſiſt ſtrong temptations, 
he firſt and who has other modes of ſhewing his contempt of money, than 
able to by ſquandering in every vain and profligate extravagance immenſe 
juently ſams acquired with a very ſuſpicious rapidity.” 4» 

Aj | No man is blamed a8 a public character, for dedicating ſome por- 

8955 tion of his time to his private affairs: It is even allowable for him 
1 mea- do find the means of connecting his own perſonal intereſt wich his of- 
:ſponſi- _ ficial duty. But he only is truly great who has no time for himſelf, 8 
day the and who never admits /z/f-confideration to go hand in hand with the 
f. Com- bufineſs of the State. The illuſtrious Vaſco de Gama, who- firft 
| as the _ planted the Portugueſe power in India, brought no acquired wealth 
1 what- om thence, but the firſt China orange-tree, a noble inheritance 


which he bequenthed to the European world. Mr. Haſtings, after 
having ſerved thirty years in India, without a vice to gratify, or an 


man for extravagance to feed, is not now worth half the he has received 
abilities | by akt of parliament for the laſt ſeven years. Mr. Francis, who has 
acquired _ ſerved ſomewhat leſs than thoſe ſeven years, and with two-fifths of the 
r ſyſtem OE NOS 8 | | Kb d Ni er 2. oat ; 
nag N Mr. Haſtings has acquired friends among thoſe who know: him by 
a great his great perſonal affability ; among thoſe who know him not, by im- 
ning but portant actions. His character and his conduct only preſetve their 
dende. ſo friendſhip, for he has never gratified any of "them at the public e · 
man? 7 2 2 1 EF "1 | 4 p 


' „„ auge! 
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gg pence.” Even theregular-road. of ——.— 1 3385 0 fg Pr | 


| 5 255 Vice hardly avails them; ſo cantious iv Re. furniſhing matter far ae 


Among the Compasyis ſervante now at home. Thoſe who.cxclajm 
_ - ihe loudeſt-againſt Mr. Haſtings's politics, and are mingling. Fas | 
© dS _ -atque ntfas to ſupplant; dim, wallow in. wealth obtained 2 his 
. ä They are, iadeed; at once the accuſers and the, oofs gf | 
e 1 nis miſconducti. Their acq vifitions are a reproach to Mr. Haftings, 
11 ue few who are called his friends cannot at beſt riſe above an * 5 
dle | mediacrity,: and the; greater Part arg now ſoliciting 10 returp to! 
Indi for bend, d T 6 pm and a 


* q 
| 5 5 Luſatious, that he id unbiaſſed by private) partiality in the line, of 55 | 
5 public renduct: for the ſame reaſon thoſe Who have. ated, with, the 
WS - molt declared: enmity | towards. him, hae heen permitted to enjoy 
1 © , .every advantage procured for, them bya their les . PLP 
5 . chat he might not ſeem actuated by a fpirit of FfTEnSe: and 
* 


RR: ; 128 0 Lord Clive, wich all his 1 Nad RS eſſential qualifications | 
OR of 4 civil governor, Military habite never t well upon commercial 
wypribeiples. His ou glory and the Company'3,advantages were. the 
2  -refult of the well exereiſed talents. of a ſoldier. With a warmth of | 


ANTS. ins, a ude of decifion, andi a yigour of execution unknown 
DIE 75 2 * * b unfit fax the tormenting details 'and 
by RH formal minutiz of à peaceful adminjſtration, founded on à £9Mmer=-4 
oY - cial baſis. Mr. Haſtings makes no preienſions to military morit, 25 | 

vet he has never embarked in war but with g deeifive ſucceſs. „Our 
Armies have ſought and conquered as often under his auſpices as un- 
der Clive's: command, and that with the diſadyantage 0 of. 3 a frequept 

| change af generals. Ia the mean time civil arrangements Rave * 

. cCeupied much the greater portion, af his time, and. are infinitely. | : 

My” | © moſt; valuable part of his adminiſtration. His ceconomical plans 
e | - have ſaved the Company immenfe ſums, Ale political negociations 
; voy have procured them de novo much more. . encouragements 
have added to the mertantile gains of his emplo yers, and his regu- 
Anstions to the praſperity of the ſtate. 10 bis time new manufacture: 
have been brought to maturity, and the old to perfectian: Mines off 
coal, iron, &c. have been worked to advantage; ; commerce and in- 


— 


„ „ 'ternal intercourſe. have been promoted, by rendering navigable many 


A canals that were obſtructed by ſands and by.gew cuts where none before 
_ ,_ exiſted The native languages of India have been e on the 
cot, and che door thus ſhut on the geperal praſperity. of the natives 
#-20- forgery, without the neceſfity ofa ſanguinary pepel law... 1 
ations have been procured of all the molt ge ble and funda- | 
- mental Jaw. treatiſes either in the Mahometdn. or Hindoo pes eh 
the general direction of all judges 1 in the country courts, and to | 
exceeding ſatisfaction of all the inhabitants. In ſhort, induſtry Hak 

1 deen/infinitely encouraged, internal tranquillity eſſectually ſecuredz 
. - and the commerce, the politice, the legiſlature, and the finances, off 
- Bengal improved within the laft ſeven years, to ſo wonderful a'pitchy 


* 


chat at preſent the 3 of bag Britiſh empire ſeems on all 
 * hands to be allowed to depend the preſervation of her Afatie 
8 | ; 7 * 


